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PREFACE.

——

TaE occupation of Affghanistan forms, no doubt,
an important era in the annals of British India.
Nearly thirty years ago, it was asserted that, if
Napoleon could have passed the winter at Moscow
with his four hundred thousand men, it was his
intention, as his scheme vié¢ Egypt had failed,
early in the following spring to have marched that
number through Caubul, upon our Indian pos-
sessions; whilst the remainder, strengthened by
powerful reinforcements, were to have pressed on
to St. Petersburgh. In this design he was sup-
posed to be encouraged by the recollection that,
a few years before, Shah Zemaun, then King of
Caubul, had put his army in motion towards the
East for the conquest of Delhi. Zemaun assem-
bled a large army for that purpose in 1796, and
advanced as far as Lahore; but disorders in his
own capital, which threatened the subversion of
his power, and hostile demonstrations from Persia,
compelled him to relinquish the enterprise at that
time. He made a second and a third attempt, in
7 / the two succeeding years, and with a similar un-
A



vi PREFACE.

favourable result. A correspondence between
him and Tippoo Sultan, on the subject of the in-
vasion of India from the west, was found among
the papers of the latter after the capture of Se-
ringapatam.

Long before that period, intelligent travellers
-and emissaries from the courts of Europe had been
making their way among the native princes of
India in every quarter; and subsequently, when
Mr. Elphinstone was at Bikaneer, in November,
1808, proceeding on his mission to Shah Shoojah,
the Rajah of that remote place appeared to be
aware of the secret object of our visit, and the
state of political affairs in Europe. * He shewed,”
says Mr. Elphinstone, ‘ a knowledge of our rela-
tions with Frange, and one of the company asked
whether my mission was not owing to our wars
with that nation.” It was certainly the arrival of
the French embassy in Persia, in 1808, with other
indications of Bonaparte’s designs on Hindoostan,
which occasioned the mission in question.

The western powers have, however, failed in
their object. The views of France were frustrated,
and Russian diplomacy, with an invading army,
directed by the emperor in the first instance
against Khiva, was equally unsuccessful. The
resources of the British Empire in India have
been more efficiently applied, and have placed us
in possession of Affghanistan in the name of Shah
Shoojah-ool-Moolk. But a semi-barbarous coun-
try newly conquered, and semi-barbarous it is
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compared with European civilization, can never
be retained without the continuance for perhaps
many years of nearly the same amount of military
force by which it was acquired. There must
always be a commanding power to repress the ever-
vigilant and turbulent chiefs of the endless plun-
dering tribes which inhabit the Affghan Empire.
Unless, therefore, the contingent of Shah Shoojah
be increased by the addition of several regiments,
and those composed mainly of Hindoostanees,
officered by Europeans, it seems impossible that
the British force can be withdrawn, without risking
the safety of the Durranee monarchy, and aban-
doning a policy considered to be of the highest
importance to the best interests of our vast pos-
sessions in the East. Like Sisyphus, we have
rolled up the huge stone to the top of the moun-
tain, and if we do not keep it there, our labour
will be lost.

In the few works that have appeared since the
restoration of Shah Shoojah, different tastes have
been consulted. Plain unembellished details—
commentaries on the military operations, and the
gossip of the camp, have all put in their claim to
favour and approbation. Yet the subject is not
exhausted, nor is it likely to be, as long as British
India requires Affghanistan -as a barrier against

“the encroachment of more western potentates.
Many important particulars connected with the
campaign are still very imperfectly understood.
Anmong other things, the character of Shah Shoo-

A2



viii PREFACE.

jah, as well as that of Dost Mahomed Khan, has
been greatly misconceived and misrepresented.
But when facts become better known, the relative
qualities of these two personages will be more
correctly appreciated.

Many inveigh against the pnnclple of the in-
vasion in favour of Shah Shoojah, and are of
opinion that gaining over Dost Mahomed to our
interests would have answered every useful pur-
pose, and at a thousandth part of the expense to
the state. But Sir Alexander Burnes could make
nothing of the Barukzye Ameer, who was one of
the nor fits, and, truly, taking the whole proverb,
Ex quovis ligno non fit Mercurius, he was ma-
terially unsusceptible of being converted into the
substantial bulwark required at the time by the
British Government.

But however politicians may differ, nothing
could well exceed the enthusiasm which prevailed
among the troops on being ordered on the expe-
dition, or the deep regret of those who had not
the good fortune to belong to the Army of the
- Indus. There was something in the north-west
—something beyond the Indus—in Khorassan
and Affghanistan—which operated like a charm.
A colder climate was inviting to sojourners near
or within the tropics, and the valley of Caubul
had been lauded to the skies for its romantic
scenery, its salubrity, and its beauty. For my
own part, arduous and harassing as the whole
. campaign was, I shall always remember having
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shared in its novelty, excitement, and success,
with strong feelings of pride and satisfaction.

Then there was something in the supposed
origin of the Affghans which invested them with
a good deal of historical consequence. Hindoo
and Persian traditions go so far as to state that
the progenitors of mankind lived in that moun-
tainous tract, which extends from Balkh and
Affghanistan to the Ganges: a pretty extensive
range for the Garden of Eden! And the river
Pison of Scripture is said to compass the whole
country of Havilah, and Havilah is supposed to
be Caubul.*

Ferishta gives the people a very respectable
antiquity, derived from a work he had consulted
in the composition of his history, in which they
are said to be Copts, of the race of Pharaoh !
Others think them descendants of the Jews.
Subsequent and recent writers give them no such
lineage, and Professor Dorn, who sees farther
into a mill-stone than anybody else, concludes,
from all he has read and studied on the sub-
ject, that they cannot be referred to any tribe or

* Tradition further declares, ‘“ When Satan was ejected or
kicked, as they say, out of the Garden of Eden, where he first
lived, he leaped over the mountains, and fell on that spot where
Caubul now stands ;—hence the origin of the well-known pro-
verb, that the inhabitants of Caubul are truly the offspring of
this prince of darkness. Those of Caubul do not deny his having
been at Caubul ; but say, he had no offspring, was soon conjured
away, and withdrew into the district of Lamgan !"’—Asiatic Re-
searches, vol. vi. 492,
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country beyond their present seats, and the ad-
joining mountains ; and that they are in fact, as
far as history goes, an original people : that they
had, in other words, an Adam and Eve of their
own! Tacitus pronounced the Germans JIndi-
gene, or natives of the soil. But upon this
Gibbon remarks :—* We may allow with safety,
and perhaps with truth, that ancient Germany
‘was not originally peopled by any foreign colo-
nies already formed into a political society; but
that the name and nation received their existence
from the gradual union of some wandering sa-
vages of the Hercynian woods. To assert those
savages to have been the spontaneous production
of the earth which they inhabited, would be a
rash inference [like that of Professor Dorn],
condemned by religion, and unwarranted by
reason.”’*

The expedition of Alexander the Great had
also given to Caubul and its provinces a deep
interest among men of antiquarian inquiry, and
Kafiristan was long supposed to be peopled by
the descendants of a colony of Greeks, though
the Greeks were perhaps never so far north as
that portion of Asia. Their fair complexions,
and sitting upon chairs, unlike the tribes and
nations that surround them, seemed to indicate a
European race, and curiosity was awakened to
ascertain the truth or otherwise of that hypothesis
by a more close examination. But this classical

* Chap. ix.
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phantom has now, I apprehend, “ vanished into
thin air.” There is nothing Greek or Greekish
in any of their vocabularies I have met with, but
enough to shew that the dialect of Kafiristan
partakes of Sanscrit, Persian, and Hindoostanee.
A Kafiristanee, a female slave, was sent, among
other diplomatic presents, according to the cus-
tom of the country, by the Shah of Kooner to
Jellalabad when I was there. She was said to be
a beautiful specimen of the softer sex. On her
arrival, she was made free, and given in marriage
to the servant of an Affghan in the service of the
mission. I had an opportunity of seeing this
imputed descendant of the Greeks. She had, as
is usual among her tribe, blue eyes and brown
hair; but her complexion was dark, though the
general “ tincture of the skin” in Kafiristan is
comparatively fair. She appeared to be about
forty, and had ordinary features. I was of course
disappointed, and further inquiry and investiga-
tion in other quarters produced nothing to con-
vince me that any characteristic remains of a
-Greek colony existed in Kafiristan.

The immense number of coins found at Bagram,
in the Kohistan, near Caubul, conjectured to be
the site of Alexandria ad Caucasum, was another
attraction to many with classical recollections,
anxious to traverse and explore the land which
had been trod by the Macedonian hero and his
victorious legions. Yet the inhabitants of that
plain have never been, like the Kafiristanees,
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suspected of being descended from the Greeks,
perhaps because they do not sit upon chairs! In
1836, Mr. Masson had procured at Bagram above
thirty-five thousand coins, comprising Greek, In-
do-Scythic, Bactrian, Parthian, Guebre, Brahmi-
nical, and Mahomedan, and the whole plain is
said still to teem with Grecian relics, seal-rings,
medals, &c., of the olden time.

Every thing, indeed, promised novelty and gra-
tification as to personal feeling, independent of
the more powerful stimulus produced by a great
public enterprise, which, in breaking the weari-
some monotony of military life in cantonments,
pointed to a scene of active operations, from
which triumph and renown might be safely pre-
dicted.

*o* The aforegoing Preface, as well as the
work itself, was written and despatched to England
from India, prior to the insurrection which broke
out at Caubul in November last.

It is proper likewise to state, that the original
and highly-finished drawings by the author, con-
sisting of views of the scenery and passes, repre-
sentations of occurrences during the campaigns,
of the costumes of the natives, &c. (referred to in
the work), which have been lithographed in Eng-
land, are published in a separate volume, as a
distinct work.
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—

CHAPTER L

CAUSES OF THE EXPEDITION.

Russian Influence in Central Asia—Runjeet Singh’s Conquests in
Affghanistan—Dost Mahomed Khan—His position and policy
~~Objects of the Anglo-Indian Government—Preparations for
the Expedition—March of the Bengal and Bombay Columns.

TaE siege of Herat by the Persians, the inter-
ference of Russia in the affairs of Central Asia,
and the proceedings, hostile to our interests, of
the rulers of Candahar and Caubul, which threa-
tened the peace and security of our north-west
frontier, were the immediate causes of the expedi-
tion into Affghanistan, undertaken by the. British
Government in India to restore Shah Shoojah-ool-
moolk to the throne of his ancestors.

Russian influence had been busy in Persia, and
the government of Persia had not only intro-

B



2 RUSSIAN INFLUENCE

duced a Russian agent to Dost Mahomed Khan
of Caubul, with letters from the Emperor Nicho-
las, but sent emissaries in furtherance of its own
affairs connected with the siege of Herat.

Runjeet Singh, the sovereign of the Punjab,
had, in 1834, secured among his conquests the
territory of Peshawer, forming a part of the
Caubul dominions, and this acquisition Dost Ma-
homed Khan peremptorily demanded to be given
up to him, although Peshawer never was in his
possession, but fell, subsequent to the dismember-
ment of the kingdom, to his brother, Sultan Ma-
homed Khan, who in lieu of it received a jagheer
worth about four lacs of rupees per annum from
the Sikh government. He nevertheless, in 1837,
attempted to wrest the province by force from
the Maharajah, and having equipped a large body
of troops, which he led through the Khyber Pass,
encountered the Sikh army at Jumrood, a few
miles from the city of Peshawer. The action
was obstinately fought, and had nearly termi-
nated in the total discomfiture of the Affghans;
but Shumsoodeen Khan, a nephew of Dost Ma-
homed, headed, at the critical moment, a charge
of cavalry, and so formidable was the onset, that
it at least equalized the fortunes of the day, both
claiming the victory, and both keeping their own
ground. But the effect was sufficiently conclu-
sive; the Maharajah, however, deemed it neces-
sary to set other engines at work more powerful
than those of war, and there was no more fight-
ing for the disputed territory.
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At the time this attempt on the part of Dost
Mahomed Khan was made, Sir Alexander Burnes
was at Caubul, on a commercial mission, and re-
ceived instructions from the Governor-General to
endeavour to promote and establish an amicable
understanding between the neighbouring states ;
but Russian and Persian interests appeared to
prevail over the Caubul ruler, or his own ambi-
tion had become too inordinate to admit of the
mediation and accommodation suggested. The
Russian agent, Vicovich, was then at Caubul,
received and treated by Dost Mahomed Khan in
the most flattering manner; and Sir Alexander
Burnes, having failed in attaining the object of
his original mission, as well as the end of his
further instructions, immediately took leave and
returned to India.

Upon the unsuccessful termination of those
negotiations, and the apparent impossibility of
bringing Dost Mahomed Khan to a due sense of
the dangerous policy he was pursuing, and to an
adequate appreciation of his own interests, it
became imperative on the government of India to
act with energy and decision. There can be no
question that it was the obstinacy and infatuation
of-Dost Mahomed which precipitated the subse-
quent scheme of policy ; but had he been less im-
practicable, it is improbable that much reliance
could have been placed on the stability of his
power. His position as a usurper, or a con-
queror, or whatever designation may be applied
to seizing the government of Caubul, an integral

B 2



4 DOST MAHOMED’S WEAKNESS.

part only of the old empire, was surrounded with
great difficulty; and the questionable nature of
his authority, added to the deficiency of his re-
sources, compelling him to commit many acts of
oppression, could not invest him with much sub-
stantial national power to resist any hostile en-
croachment from the west. He was even too
weak to repress the turbulent and refractory spirit
of the chiefs in remote districts, addicted as they
were to plunder and rapine, so that their outrages
‘became not only overlooked but sanctioned, on
the reluctant and occasional payment of a pre-
carious tribute, whilst the petty landholder was
subject to every species of vexatious exaction.
In fact, his comparatively substantial and un-
disputed rule did not extend further than from
Mukoor, below Ghizni, to Dhukka, near the
Khyber Pass; and long as he had managed to
preserve his own equilibrium among contending
and restless factions, it is not likely, from the
fresh and powerful impulse given to the intrigues
undertaken to acquire and maintain Russian and
Persian ascendancy in Central Asia, and having
himself, as well as his Candahar brothers, already
sought the protection of Russia, that any friendly
relations, which might have been entered into
with him by the British Government, could have
been either permanent or safe.

It will be remembered, too, that the siege of
Herat was being vigorously carried on by the
King of Persia, and that his successful opera-
tions might be expected to be followed by a move-

-
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ment further east. Even the Ameers of Sinde
had been influenced by his intrigues, and the
three brothers of Candahar, Kohn Dil Khan, Re-
him Dil Kbhan, and Mehr Dil Khan, had com-
bined with Dost Mahomed Khan for the purpose
of assisting Persia in the siege. The measure
resorted to at this juncture to frustrate the com-
bination in question was one of momentous im-
portance. It was to restore and consolidate the
old kingdom, for the defence of the British empire
in India, by bringing Caubul, Candahar, and
Kelat into one legitimate government under Shah
Shoojah-ool-moolk, then a voluntary exile at Loo-
dianah, one of the military stations of British
India. Runjeet Singh was referred to on the oc-
casion to be a party with the British government
in enabling the Shah to recover the throne of his
ancestors. But Runjeet, with his usual rapacity,
and not satisfied with the possession of Peshawer,
required a large accession of Affghan territory
to the westward, extending to Jellalabad, as the
price of his co-operation. This inordinate claim,
however, was at once refused, and the Maharajah
at last, with apparent cordiality, united to carry
the proposed measure into effect.

The geographical position of the Punjab, lying
as it does between the provinces of India and
Affghanistan, rendered the aid of Runjeet Singh
of great importance, whether passive or active, as
among other points it secured a ready transmis-
sion of our supplies to the army, and enabled us
to penetrate Affghanistan from the east with a
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small force, whilst the grand army entered the
country, vid Shikarpore, from the south.

The scheme of policy once formed, and pro-
mulgated by the Governor-General, there could
be no question about the promptitude necessary
to mature its details. Two regiments of regular
infantry, two troops of horse artillery, and two
regiments of irregular cavalry, were raised with
almost unprecedented celerity, under the com-
mand of British officers, in the service of the
Shah, and in November, 1838, his Majesty left
Loodianah in progress to Shikarpore, where the
British army, already assembled at Ferozepore
for the support of his cause, was ordered to join
him.

It is proper to remark that a few weeks before
the march, intelligence was received of the Per-
sians having raised the siege of Herat, an event
no doubt occasioned by the well-timed occupation
of the island of Kharak in the Persian Gulf by a
detachment of Bombay troops. But this single
circumstance, important as it was, could have no
effect in checking the enterprise, already agreed
upon in the tripartite treaty, signed by Shah
Shoojah-ool-moolk, Runjeet Singh, and the Go-
vernor-General of India.

The Bengal .column of the army of the Indus
marched from Ferozepore, early in December,
through the territory of the Khan of Bhawulpore
(who had shortly before concluded a treaty with
the British Government, and had acknowledged
its supremacy) to Bhukker, where an admirably
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constructed bridge of boats was formed by our
Engineers, to cross the Indus at that point, and
thence to Shikarpore, about twenty miles west of
the river. Meer Roostam Khan, of Khyrpore,
one of the Ameers of Sinde, surrendered the is-
land and fortress of Bhukker into our hands du-
ring the military operations of the campaign ; but
the other Ameers, who, it was believed, had ac-
tually sworn fealty to Persia, and who concluded
that Sinde, which had been formerly an appanage
of Caubul, might be resumed on the restoration
of Shah Shoojah, thought proper to dispute our
progress. In anticipation of this disposition of
the Ameers, as well as to co-operate with the
Bengal troops in Affghanistan, a force under
Lieut.-General Sir John Keane had been ordered
from Bombay, and had advanced into Sinde.
The Ameers, however, soon saw the overwhelming
extent of our military means, the folly and use-
lessness of resistance, and signed the treaty,
which allowed a free navigation of the Indus, and
admitted a subsidiary force within the Sinde ter-
ritory, the expense of part of which to be defrayed
by themselves; besides, they consented to the
payment of twenty-eight lacs of rupees to Shah
Shoojah, in consideration of the Shah relinquish-
ing in future all claims of supremacy, and arrears
of tribute, over the country held by them.

But before they submitted, a considerable part
of our troops had been directed to march along
the. left bank of the Indus towards the capital,
Hyderabad, with the view of bringing them more
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immediately to terms. The expediency of this
flank movement in Lower Sinde has been ques-
tioned, on the ground that it endangered the
accomplishment of the grand object of the expe-
dition, when no loss of time ought to have been
permitted in establishing the Shah’s ascendancy
in Affghanistan. No doubt we had good cause,
from the faithless and hostile conduct of the
Ameers, and power enough with so fine an army,
to have levelled Hyderabad with the ground; but
delay would have lost us the season to advance,
and very probably would have robbed us of many
of the advantages we have since obtained. Singly,
and unconnected with other arrangements, the
capture of the Sinde capital might have been of
great moment; but compared with the compre-
hensive scheme of the Governor-General, it be-
came of minor importance.

The Governor-General had appointed W. H.
Macnaghten, Esq., envoy and minister at the
court of Shah Shoojah, and that officer, having
completed some important preliminary arrange-
ments with the Maharajah at Lahore, hastened
down the Indus to join the Shah at Shikarpore,
and arrived there early in February. The flank
movement had then taken place, and instructions
were forthwith issued for the return of the troops
which had been detached on that duty, upon the
previously settled principle, that no avoidable mi-
litary operation should be allowed to interfere with
the great object of the campaign already stated.
Sir John Keane did not appear to have required
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the aid of more than one brigade, and that only
conditionally. Had the flank movement been
continued even a few more days, considerable
difficulty would have arisen, for it soon became
necessary to break up that portion of the bridge
of boats which stretched from Rohree to Bhuk-
ker, half-way over the Indus, in consequence of
the sudden rise and rapidity of the stream. How-
ever, the troops got back to Rohree in good time,
and passing over to the right bank of the Indus,
were ready to advance. The Shah with his con-
tingent crossed the river higher up, at Goth-
Amil.

The Bombay column was still at Larkana, when
the two brigades of the Bengal division, under
Major-General Sir Willoughby Cotton, moved
from Shikarpore, in the latter part of February,
1839, en route to Candahar. On the 4th of
March, however, Sir John Keane assumed com-
mand of both columns, and the troops of the two
presidencies united at Quetta, in the province of
Shaul, in the beginning of April. '
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CHAPTER IL

HISTORY OF SHAH SHOOJAH.

Origin of the Durranee Empire—~Ahmed Shah—Tymoor Shah—
Dismemberment of the Empire on his death—Its re-union
under Shah Zemaun—Assassination of Pyndah Khan—Proceed -
ings of his son, Futtih Khan, and Shah Mahmood—Defeat and
capture of Shah Zemaun—Shah Shoojah proclaims himself
King—Is defeated—Raises a Force of Khyberees—Is again
defeated—But at length gains the Capital and the person of
Mahmood—Shah Mahmood takes the field again—Mission of
Mr. Elphinstone—Defection of Muddud Khan and of Saloo
Khan—Flight of Shah Shoojah—Conflicts and intrigues—The
Shah imprisoned in Cashmeer by Atta Mahomed Khan—Libe-
rated by Shah Mahmood—Designs of Runjeet Singh—The
Shah proceeds to Lahore—Runjeet gets possession of the Koki-
noor—The Shah escapes from Lahore—Makes an unsuccessful
attempt upon Cashmeer—Takes refuge at the British Canton-
ment of Loodianah.

Berore entering upon the events of the cam-
paign, it may be acceptable to the reader to be
furnished with some account of Shah Shoojah,
the remarkable adventures of his life, and his
legitimate claim to the Durranee Empire.*

The monarchy of the Suddozyes, or that of
Shah Shoojah’s ancestors, commenced with Ah-
med Shah. Nadir Shah, the celebrated conqueror,

* Durrane is derived from Durr ‘a pearl; Durri Durran,
which is the Shoojah legend or motto, meaning ¢the pearl of

pearls.” The name appears to have originated in the Affghans
being accustomed to wear a pearl in one of their ears.
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was assassinated in June, 1747, upon which Ab-
dullah Ahmed Khan, an Affghan officer of the
first rank, and distinguished by the high favour
and partiality of Nadir, proclaimed himself king
of the Affghans, under the name of Ahmed Shah ;
and the chiefs and people of the different pro-
vinces readily settled under the dominion of a
man so well known for his enterprise and valour.
Tymoor Shah succeeded his father in 1773. At
his death, in 1793, the whole fabric of the govern-
ment fell to pieces. Shah Zemaun, the son of
Tymoor, mounted the throne of Caubul, whilst
Humayoon seized upon Candahar, Abbass on
Peshawer, and Hajee Feroz-oo-deen and Mah-
mood on Herat, all sons of Tymoor by different
mothers. :

- The state of things which followed the separa-
tion of the provinces and the dismemberment of
the empire did not last long, for in a short time
Shah Zemaun succeeded in dispossessing Huma-
yoon of Candahar, and, having taken him prisoner,
cruelly put out his eyes ; an expedient commonly
resorted to effectually to destroy political rivalry
without taking life, though allowing the victim to
live may be considered more the effect of caprice
than of any disposition to spare on the score of
humanity. Caubul, especially, may be justly
apostrophized thus :—

Caubul, proud Affghan city ! change and crime
Have been thy stigma from remotest time ;

Dark, bloody, thy career, to treason prone,

Thou’st banished sons-and brothers from the throne ;
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Tortured them, seared their eye-balls, as if strife
Unnatural was the chief pursuit of life,

And human suffering mockery. Power supreme
In Asiatic bosoms is the theme

Most cherished, hardening every heart to guide
The treacherous sword of some fierce homicide.
The softer virtues never yet controlled
Ambition’s rage—the tide has ever rolled

‘With force resistless ; one, one only aim,
Possession of the throne, whate’er the claim,
Distant or near ;—and he, whose conquering might
Seemed to secure him in his boasted right,

Has felt, in turn, by rival vengeance sped,

The bolt of Fate on his devoted head.

And thus it was when Shah Zemaun deprived
Humayoon of his sight, he little thought that re-
tributive justice would so soon inflict upon him-
self the same barbarous punishment. For a time
fortune was in his favour, and Abbass was com-
pelled to relinquish Peshawer; but he was only
thrown into prison, his punishment being appa-
rently meted out in proportion to the value of his
possessions. At a subsequent period, upon re-
ceiving secret information from Wuffadar Khan,
that a conspiracy existed among the nobles and
chiefs at Candahar to dethrone him, and set up
Shah Shoojah, his full brother, in his place, Shah
Zemaun put to death Pyndah Khan, a man of
distinction, who had been honoured with the sur-
name of Ser Fraz Khan, by Tymoor Shah, toge-
ther with several others, ascertained or supposed
to be connected with the plot.

After the assassination of Pyndah Khan, and
the confiscation of his property, always the great-
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est inducement to strangling or decapitation, his
son, Futtih Khan, sought an asylum with Shah
Morad Beg at Bokhara, accompanied by Shah
Mahmood, the half-brother of Shah Zemaun.
But on their arrival at that place, Morad unex-
pectedly betrayed a disposition to place them in
confinement, and was only diverted from that act
of tyranny by Meer Fazil Ahmed Sahib-zada,
Serhindee, his minister, who not only succeeded
in changing the king’s purpose, but induced him
to receive the fugitives with favour. Inaction, '
however, was not suited to the temperament
either of Mahmood or of the renowned Vizier,
and their next step was a journey to Persia, in
the hope of furthering their ulterior object, and
being revenged for the cruel murder of Pyndah
Khan. They soon set out, and seeking an inter-
view with Futtih Ali Shah, succeeded in obtaining
a military force, with which they were enabled to
proceed against Candahar.

In the mean time, Shah Zemaun had gone to
Caubul, and left the government of Candahar
in the hands of Meer Ali Khan, Meer Akhor,
believed to be a man of the strictest fidelity
and honour, who, without hesitation, however,
at once betrayed his master, and gave up the
city to Mahmood and Futtih Khan. Encouraged
by this success, they pushed on towards Caubul,
and were met by Shah Zemaun at Ghojan, where
a very short conflict ensued; the treachery of
Muddud Khan and all the Durranees, who fled
from the king to join the standard of Mahmood,
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put an end to the fight. Shah Zemaun and Wuf-
fadar Khan, in despair, then returned to Caubul,
and were afterwards compelled to seek refuge in
the Khyber mountains. Harassed with fatigue,
and sinking for want of food, they stopped for a
little refreshment at a fort near Pesh-bolak, be-
longing to Moollah Ashak, a Shinwaree chief, by
whom they were betrayed, and delivered into the
hands of their enemy. It was on his way back,
a prisoner, to Caubul, at Jugduluk, that Shah
Zemaun received the same punishment he himself
had inflicted on his brother Humayoon! Wuffa-
dar Khan, who had been mainly concerned in the
assassination of Pyndah Khan, was tortured, and
put to death.

Shah Shoojah, the full brother of Shah Zemaun,
now comes on the field of action. He was then
about twenty years of age, in charge of Peshawer
and of the royal treasury, and, proclaiming him-
self king, assembled a considerable force and
marched immediately towards Caubul. Midway,
be found himself opposed to Mahmood’s cavalry
and infantry, amounting together to about three
thousand men, under Shahzada Kamran and Fut-
tih Khan. A severe contest took place, but the
attack of the enemy was so overwhelming, that
the Shah’s ranks, after a severe struggle, gave
way and were put to flight, he himself escaping
with fifty horsemen in the direction of the Sufeid
Koh. For two days he wandered in sadness and
sorrow among the mountains, and afterwards
fortunately received the hospitality of the Khyber
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chief, Mahomed Ameer Khan. In that asylum
he remained some time; but, finding that Kam-
ran, after taking possession of Peshawer, had, on
returning to Caubul, left it in the hands of a Na-
zim, named Abdul Wahid Khan, his friends and
the Khyberees raised and furnished him with five
thousand foot, for the purpose of recovering that
city. With the best promise of success, however,
he was again defeated. He then retired to Choo-
ra, among the Afreedee tribes, and subsequently
among the Ghiljies, suffering from the extremes
of poverty and distress, but still, in his melan-
choly exile, cherishing the hope of ultimate suc-
cess. His patience and perseverance, under
circumstances of adversity and bitterness which
might have discouraged the most resolute, and
with a constancy and integrity of character rare
indeed among his countrymen, at length received
their reward.

The life of Shah Shoojah has truly been a
chequered one, the principal events of which he
has himself recorded with infinite frankness and
candour. From the small autobiography, in the
Persian language, now before me, most of the
preceding facts have been drawn, and from which
the following remarkable particulars are also
chiefly derived.*

The oppressive administration of Shah Mah-

* The Shah never uses the equivalent to the pronoun I; but
always, Humayoon-i-ma, our royal self.” In conversation he
speaks of himself in the third person, Sirkar, which means * the
Government.” Sirkar heard, or ordained, or did, such a thing.
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mood having dissatisfied and given great offence
to the people, the term of his government was
pronounced to be at hand, and amidst the com-
motion and distraction that prevailed, he at last
found himself besieged in the citadel, or Balla
Hissar. The air rung with uproar and confu-
sion, and Mahmood, aware of his desperate posi-
tion, with the aid of his Arabs and Hubshees,
kept his cannon incessantly firing upon the town,
to give an appearance of being prepared for any
extremity. In the mean time, Shah Shoojah had
arrived in the neighbourhood of the capital, when
several chiefs, headed by Sheer Mahomed Khan,
the- Mooktar-oo-doulah, joined him, and urged
him to enter the city immediately, the whole
"population being ready to receive him. But the
Shah was cautious, and it was not before the
gecond day that he moved forward, and then
encamped near the Emperor Baber’s tomb, where -
he devoted himself to prayer, and from whence,
having been subsequently joined by a powerful
reinforcement of horse and foot, he entered the
city, and occupied the garden house of Sirdar
Muddud Khan. The Arabs and Hubshees were
still firing from the Balla Hissar, and the arrival
of Futtih Khan, with about ten thousand men,
from Candahar, at Killa Kazee, promised for a
moment relief to' Mahmood; but the Vizier's'
force was soon dispersed, and the Shah took pos-
sesgion of the Balla Hissar in triumph.

This event, the accession of Shah Shoojah-
* ool-moolk to the throne, occurred in July, 1803.
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Mahmood was taken prisoner, and immured in
the upper fort, but no injury, according to Affghan
usage, was inflicted on his person, the Shah, from
motives of humanity, disdaining to act as he had
done towards his brother Shah Zemaun, whom
he now immediately released from confinement
and received into his family, where he still re-
mains. He thus “ scotched the snake, not killed
it,” and to his clemency may be attributed the
subsequent loss of his throne, for Mahmood, after
having been treacherously liberated from his pri-
son, became again the triumphant rival of Shah
Shoojah. It was Syud Ahmed, known also by the
name of Meer Waez, the head of the Mahomedan
priesthood, who performed this service for Mah-
mood, on the alleged plea of revenge for the
death of his friend, the Mooktar-oo-doulah, who,
becoming a rebel, had been killed at Peshawer,
whilst in arms and fighting against the Shah.
He at the same time released Kamran and other
princes of the blood from confinement, and having
thus ¢ let slip the dogs of war,” retired to the
Kobhistan, where he continued to resist the king’s
authority. But condign punishment overtook the
rebel ; for, though a Syud, and steeped in pro-
fessed holiness, as chief of the Moollahs, his head
paid the penalty of his crime.

A short time before Mr. Elphinstone arrived at
Peshawer, which was in March, 1809, the Shah
had despatched a body of troops to recover the
revolted province of Cashmeer. Attah Mahomed
Khan was the rebellious Nazim, and son of the
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Mooktar-oo-doulah, the same Mookhtar who
promoted the accession of the king, became his
minister, and afterwards changing sides, with the
hereditary facility of an Affghan, was, as just
stated, slain in arms against him. With this
force, consisting of twelve thousand horse, he sent
Shahzada Munsoor, Mahomed Akram Khan, and
Muddud Khan, amply supplied with stores and
treasure.

A few days after the departure of the Shahzada,
a messenger arrived with the astounding intelli-
gence that Shah Mahmood and Futtih Khan had
captured Candahar, and that Shahzada Yusef,
and Mahomed Azeem Khan, previously in charge
- of the government, had been obliged to fly. In-
deed, Azeem Khan himself shortly joined the
Shah at Peshawer and confirmed the whole
disaster.

At this period, the embassy from the Governor-
General of India was at hand. “I now,” says
the Shah, “received information that an envoy
had arrived at Kohat from the Angreez Cumpanee
Bahauder (the British Government .in India), and
in the usual terms of hospitality and etiquette, I
gave him permission to come to me. He brought
magnificent presents conformable to European
taste and oriental custom, elephants, gold em-
broidered broad cloths, splendid mirrors of large
dimensions, telescopes, and other surprising and
wonderful productions of art, impossible to de-
scribe. T appointed a suitable number of persons
to wait upon him and the gentlemen of the em-
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bassy, and, agreeably to the practice of Eastern
Courts, every thing that would contribute to their
convenience and pleasure was promptly sup-
plied.”

But the times were unpropitious, and ill-suited
to the objects of the mission, the Shah’s mind
being occupied and distracted by the alarming
state of the kingdom.

‘When sorrows come they come not single spies,
But in battalions.

And presently arrived the tidings of Akram Khan
having reached Muzufferabad, among the moun-
‘tains of Cashmeer, where a decisive battle had
been fought and the victory obtained by the
rebels. Akram Khan attributed this failure to -
the treachery of Muddud Khan, who had aban-
doned his post, and as the troops under his com-
mand were broken and dispersed, he hastily re-
turned with a few followers to Peshawer.

No sooner had these tidings produced their dis-
couraging effect, than accounts of Shah Mahmood
having got actual possession of Caubul, and his
" intention to advance upon Peshawer, were re-
ceived. The people were filled with amazement
and indignation, and impatient to engage and
punish the invader; and the Shah, with all the
celerity circumstances would allow, collected new
levies, and with the remnant of the troops which
had by that time returned from Cashmeer to
Peshawer, proceeded out of the city and en-
camped near the garden of Ali Merdan Khan*

* At that period, the garden of Ali Merdan Khan was a collec-
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preparatory to a movement on Caubul. It was
now rumoured that Mahmood had already got to
Jugduluk, about a third of the way. ¢ Seeing
that at this juncture the safety of the British
mission could not be secured, and that in these
troubled and treacherous times Peshawer was an
unfit place to reside in, I explained,” says the
Shah, “ in all respect and friendship, the circum-
stances which compelled me to suggest that the
envoy should retire to Attok, till a more pros-
perous opportunity would permit our amicable
intercourse to be renewed.”

The Shah had taken the precaution to send his
harem for safety towards Rawil Pindee, in the
Punjab, accompanied by the blinded Shah Ze-
maun, and every thing being now ready, the
march commenced on the 15th of June, 1809.
He first encamped at Dhukka, in the Khyber
Pass, sending in advance Azeem Khan and Mud-
dud Khan, with four thousand horse,—the re-
ported misconduct of the latter seeming to have
been overlooked or forgiven. But the Shah had
soon to repent this error. A communication from
Azeem Khan in progress informed him, that Mud-
dud Khan appeared to be so dejected, and ex-
pressed himself as so overwhelmed by the dis-
grace and disaster at Cashmeer, that nothing
tion of villas, divided by trees and parterres, and of great extent,
situated a few miles west of Peshawer. The whole is now in
ruins, and the parterres turned into corn-fields. The remains of
the buildings indicate as much splendour, according to Maho-

medan taste, as the remains of Adrian’s villa at Tivoli, according
to the Greeco-Roman style of architecture.
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could raise his spirits, and that, in fact, from va-
rious other unfavourable indications, he (Azeem
Khan) had no dependence on his loyalty. The
Shah, in consequence, directed him to remain
where he then was, till he came up with the guns
and the rest of the army; but Muddud Khan,
upon being made acquainted with this order, was
not to be diverted from his long-meditated pur-
pose, and moved off at once with the whole of
the cavalry as far as Nimlah., From thence he
corresponded with Mahmood, who had been afraid
to advance further than Jugduluk from a sup-
posed deficiency of means; but now, encouraged
by the defection and advice of the traitor, pushed.
on with confidence to Gundumuk. There Mud-
dud Khan joined him, and having arranged and
matured their plan, returned to Nimlah.

The Shah was then at Ali Bagan, about thirty
miles to the eastward of Nimlah, and when he
became aware of these facts, he immediately or-
dered Akram Khan and Ghufoor Khan, accom-
panied by his own guard, to lose no time in cut-
ting off Muddud Khan, and preventing, if pos-
sible, the effects of his treason. On coming up
with him in the little valley of Nimlah, they found
him with his rebel force drawn out ready to op-
pose them. This was on the 29th of June. The
moment Akram Khan beheld this foul treachery,
he imprudently, at the head of only five hundred
horse, rushed impetuously down upon the enemy,
and fought with such bravery, that numbers fell
beneath his sword; but, unfortunately, in the
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midst of his intrepid career, a ball struck him
through the chest, and falling lifeless to the
ground, “ he drank,” says the Memoir, * the glass
of sherbet from the hand of the Cup-bearer of
Death. At the same time, Ghufoor Khan was
taken prisoner, sacrificed, and attained the rank
of martyr:” so says the Shah.*

The loss of Akram Khan seems to have para-
lyzed the king’s efforts, for though merely an en-
gagement with his advance, he deemed it decisive
that further resistance would be vain. Submit-
ting, therefore, with patience to what he looked
upon as his destiny, he turned off towards the .
skirts of the Sufeid Koh, and passed a brief space
among the Shinwanee tribes. At Choora, in the
Khyber mountains, he remained five days; after
which he was induced by the representations and
advice of his people to advance on Candahar, and
proceed circuitously by the way of Peshawer
and Kohat. But the horizon of his fortune was
again clouded; Shah Mahmood and Futtih -
Khan, with six thousand horse, met him at
Jakan near Candahar, and both immediately
prepared far action. The contest was sustained
with great spirit, and the loss was considerable
on both sides, but the fate of the day was decided
by the defection of Saloo Khan Astikzye, on
whose firmness and valour, after Akram Khan
was slain, the Shah had placed his greatest de-

* Dost Mahomed Khan is said to have been in the battle, un-
der his brother Futtih Khan, who, for his conduct on that occa-
sion, raised him to the rank of Sirdar.
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pendence, and who had the command of seven
hundred horse, which of course followed the ex-
ample of their leader. In a moment, all was con-
fusion and defeat, and the Shah, hurrying from
the scene, pursued his way by Arghestan, and
from thence towards the Indus, which he crossed:
near Leia, taking temporary refuge in the terri-
tory of Mahomed Khan, Suddozye.

As soon as the Khan heard of the Shah’s arri-
val, he waited upon him, and presented him with
an elephant, tents, and money, and zealously
performed all the hospitable service in his power.
. He also gave the Shah the satisfactory intelli-
gence, that, since the fall of Peshawer, his family
had found a safe retreat at Rawil Pindee.

Runjeet Singh, ever ready to profit by the
vicissitudes of fortune, now eagerly seized the
opportunity of ministering to his own cupidity,
by offering to aid the Shah in the conquest of
Mooltan, and expressing a great desire to be
honoured with an interview. This communica-
tion was accompanied by loads of presents, which
were received, and a suitable return made, but
no answer was given on the subject of the offer
that corresponded with the cunning despot’s
wishes. He therefore wrote again, and pro-
posed to capture Mooltan himself, and present it
to-him, to prove incontestably his friendship and
devotion in his service. But the Shah was un-
willing to forward Runjeet’s own views in this
respect, and, evading the question at issue, pro-
ceeded to his family at Rawil Pindee,
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A short time afterwards, influenced by deli-
berations with his Khans, he determined to
make an effort for the recovery of Peshawer.
He crossed the Attok with his force, at a time,
too, when the river was full, and running with
great rapidity, which might have deterred a less
determined and resolute man. Mahomed Azeem
Khan, brother of Futtih Khan, was then the
Naeb, and on being apprized of the Shah’s ad-
vance, headed his troops to meet him at Chum-
kunee. The two armies continued ten days within
a few miles of each other, as if waiting to see -
what chance or accident might produce, during
which period numbers deserted from the Naeb’s
ranks to the Shah, and Mahomed Azeem Khan
and his brother, Peer Dil Khan, despairing of
success from an engagement, considered it best
to retreat, and pursue their course back to
Caubul, leaving the Shal to take quiet possession
of Peshawer. :

This was a bright gleam of sunshine, but as
transient as it was bright, for, in September of
the same year, Mahomed Azeem Khan returned
from Caubul, with a chosen force, to retake
Peshawer in Mahmood’s name. The battle that
ensued was well contested, and the Shah’s troops
are said to have fought nobly; but it ended, as
usual, in his defeat. ~After the engagement, he
retired to Attok, where he stayed four days
unmolested, and from thence proceeded back to
Rawil Pindee.

The Shah, however, was not discouraged, and
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he again endeavoured to get possession of Pe-
shawer. The renewed tyranny and exactions of
Mahmood, and Futtih Khan, his minister, had
more than ever exasperated the people, and a
fair opportunity presented itself to risk another
trial. He again crossed the Attok, and Maho-
med Azeem Khan hastened again from the city
to meet him. In the fight that took place, great
numbers were killed on both sides. The brother
of Mahomed Azeem Khan received a matchlock
ball in his mouth, and died of the wound. ¢ The
Seal of Silence,” says the Shah, ‘ was placed
upon his lips.” The chiefs, however, seeing
pretty clearly the aspect of affairs, and the little
chance of a favourable result, observed to his
majesty, that it was then the hour of evening
prayer, and their camp at a distance in the rear.
They, therefore, proposed to fall back and “fight
another day!” Accordingly, the force withdrew
towards Muzar-Shaik Rehimgar, and next day,
instead of renewing the contest, marched to the
fort of Attok, where the Shah remained for some
time, and then receiving no inducement to en-
counter the enemy again at that time, returned to
Rawil Pindee.

After he had resided a year, in undisturbed
tranquillity, at that place, several of Shah Mah-
mood’s supporters, Jehan Dad Khan, brother of
Atta Mahomed Khan of Cashmeer, Semunder:
Khan, Bamizye, and Noor Mahomed Khan Al-
kozye, joined him on the plea of being disgusted
with the injustice and oppressive administration of

c
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Futtih Khan. They had with them about a
thousand horse, intended for the support of the
Shah’s interests, and, almost simultaneously, Atta
Mahomed Khan sent to him, for the same pro-
fessed service, fifteen hundred more, under the
Dewan, Nund Ram. The Shah might have sus-
pected, from such a combination, something trea-
cherous ; but he appears to have had no doubt of
their sincerity in espousing his cause. He con-
sequently made another bold struggle to regain
Peshawer. Mahomed Azeed Khan seemed to be
equally energetic, and equally prepared to contest
the field; but fortune was against him. A de-
tachment of three hundred men, which he had
sent in advance towards Kerowlee, was cut off by
the Shah’s troops, and from this unexpected dis-
aster he deemed it advisable to return towards
Caubul, and the Shah again entered Peshawer in
triumph.

Jehan Dad Khan, Semunder Khan, and Nund
Ram had previously received secret instructions
from Atta Mahomed Khan of Cashmeer, by every
exertion in their power to get possession of the
Shah’s person, and, in the first place, to imprison
him in the fort of Attok. There seems to have
been treason on all sides, and the stratagem em-
ployed by the conspirators, or the instruments of
Atta Mahomed, was a rather extraordinary one.
The Khans represented to the Shah, that the
horses of his troops were in a sorry condition,
and now, that fighting was over, proposed that
they should be sent out in different divisions to
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the villages about Peshawer to graze; to which
all parties agreed, and the horses were distributed
in various quarters accordingly. By another
crowning manceuvre, the Khans secured the Shah’s
personal escort (whose horses were also at graze)
and deposited them safely in the fort of Pesha-
wer; whilst by a further outrage the Shah him-
self was put in durance by Jehan Dad Khan,
kept for some time in the fort of Attok, and after-
wards conveyed under that chief’s own eye to
Cashmeer, where he was imprisoned on the moun-
tain called Maran! All this, detailed at length
in the autobiography, looks more like a fictitious
tale than an actual occurrence, and exhibits an-
other instance of the romance of real life.

The object of this train of deception and trea-
chery was soon apparent. Atta Mahomed Khan,
the Bamizye, boldly visited the Shah, on his arri-
val at that place of his confinement, in quest of
the Kohi-noor ! *

Of this daring outrage Mahmood himself
would seem to have felt the shame and the dis-
grace; for to such a degree was his indignation
roused, when the circumstance came to his know-

* The Kohi-noor, or mountain of light, is a large diamond,
said to be valued at three millions and a half sterling. This
splendid gem appears to have been among the plunder taken by
Nadir Shah from Mahomed Shah, when he invaded Hindoostan.
From him it came into the possession of Ahmed Shah, the founder
of the Durranee empire, from whom it descended to Shah Zemaun,
who, when in prison, had it secretly built up in the wall of his
apartment, and it was afterwards discovered on Shah Shoojah’s
accession to the throne, in 1803.

c 2
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ledge, that he ordered five hundred horsemen to
proceed forthwith against the villages of the tribe
of Bamizyes, located near Candahar, to disho-
nour their families, and deliver up their houses to
plunder and devastation. But Mahmood saw no
chance of effecting the Shah’s release, unless he
equipped an expedition to take possession of
Cashmeer ; and Futtih Khan, accompanied by
Dost Mahomed, was sent in command of the
troops for that purpose. On his arrival at Shu-
byan, ‘Atta Mahomed made a show of resistance,
and a considerable display of troops; but, on
further weighing the chances in favour of and
against his success, he determined to fall back
and retire to the fort of Sheergur, on the plains of
Buttamaloo. He there pondered on the difficul-
ties of his situation, and came to the resolution
of throwing himself at once on the clemency of
the Shah, as the only probable way of escaping
from the peril to which his base conduct had
exposed him. Accordingly, becoming his own
advocate, he appeared before his majesty in
miserable plight, with a rope round his neck,
and solicited pardon for his great crime in the
most abject and urgent manner. His supplica-
tion was dexterously preferred, and rendered
more impressive by being well garnished with
suitable passages from the Koran. The Shah
listened patiently to the earnest and impassioned
appeal to his humanity, surveyed him with an
eye that penetrated his soul, and then, in the
spirit of forgiveness, ¢ commanded by God and
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the Prophet, acceded to his prayer.” These are
the words of the memoir.

Futtih Khan had now taken possession of the
city, where the Cashmeer troops, deserting from
Atta Mahomed, joined his standard. Soon after-
wards, he paid an honorary visit to the Shah,
accompanied by Mokum Chund, Runjeet Singh’s
sirdar, and both were graciously received; but
the ill-starred king never seems to have been
free from the machinations of his false friends or
of his open enemies. At the time the expedition
proceeded from Caubul against Atta Mahomed
for his liberation, Runjeet Singh had secretly a
stake in the deep game that was playing. He
had already effected the removal of the Shah’s
family from Rawil Pindee to Lahore, on the pre-
text of greater safety, and it was part of his
scheme, in concert with Futtih Khan, to induce
the Shah to make choice of the same place.
There was no difficulty in accomplishing this
object; for the moment he knew that his family
was there, he expressed a strong desire to be with
them ; and the two chiefs, pleased with the success
of their manceuvre, facilitated his departure for
Lahore with the greatest alacrity.

On his way to Lahore, the Shah was frequently
besought by the chiefs of the places he passed
through to take possession of Cashmeer in his
own name, and they engaged to supply the means;
but he replied, with proper feeling, ¢ Shah Mah-
mood sent Futtih Khan to release me from prison,
and I cannot return evil for good.”
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Upon Runjeet Singh hearing of his approach to
Lahore, he sent his son, Kurruck Singh, with
Ram Singh, and other chiefs, to meet him on the
road, to give his illustrious guest an honourable
welcome, and to escort him into the city. Two
days after his arrival, he was visited by Ram
Singh, whose sole object appears to have been
a sight of the Kohi-noor ! But the Shah said that
he had it not then by him. In two days more,
Ram Singh went again, and again requested to
be allowed to see the Kohi-noor, and received the
same answer as before. The words had scarcely
been uttered, when he heard a voice, saying,
¢ Sometimes bread is denied, and sometimes
water,” and his people from that moment looked
upon him as a prisoner.

In this manner, a month passed away, and
every time the Kohi-noor was demanded, the
answer was to the effect of ‘“any thing in kind-
ness, but nothing by force.” After that, about
fifty thousand rupees were at, different times pre-
sented to the Shah, in the name of nuzurs; but
this was only the prelude to another demand for
the Kohi-noor, which was met as before. Ina
few days, Runjeet Singh himself paid a visit to
the Shah, professed for him the warmest friend-
ship and esteem, and, for the purpose of producing
a favourable impression upon him, entered of his
own accord into a written agreement, under the
most solemn asseverations, calling upon the spirit
of Baba Nanuk,* and of every thing sacred among

* Nanuk Shah was the founder of the Sikh religion. He is

\
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the Sikhs, that the lands of Kotkamaleea, Jung-
syal, and Kalla-noor should be settled upon him
for his expenses for life, and that for the recovery
of his kingdom he would gladly furnish both
money and troops to any extent. The crafty
Sikh succeeded in his purpose by a constant
application of flattery,and the Shah, deceived and
cajoled by his empty promises, at length gave up
to him the Kohki-noor. After this, he soon dis-
covered that the revenues of the three villages
assigned to him had been for the current year
already exacted, and in aggravation of that base
transaction, he found himself strictly guarded on
every side. ¢ Despair,” says the Shah, ¢ betrays
the soul of an infidel ; my freedom is still within
the scope of possibility, and if not obtained by my
own efforts, it may be granted by the goodness
of God.”

His first object, under this misfortune, was to
said to have been born in 1469, in the province of Lahore, and led
a life of extreme austerity. His doctrine inculcates devotion to
God, his perfect unity, and peace towards man. The form of
ceremony established by Nanuk in congregations, consists of a hymn
in praise of the unity of the Deity ; then a prayer against tempta-
tion; for grace to do good ; for the general benefit of mankind,
and for a particular blessing on the sect which he denominated
Sikh, or devoted followers. He travelled much, visited the most
famous places of sanctity among the Hindoos, and the temple of
Mecca, and died at an advanced age at Kertipore ; and was burned
near the river Ravi, the Hydraotes of the Greeks. The object of
Nanuk, living as he did in times of furious animosity between Hin-
doo and Mussulman, appears to have been a sort of amalgamation
of the doctrines peculiar to each. But practically the Mahomedan
is perhaps more hostile to the Sikh than even to the Hindoo, and
he again is equally despised and detested by the Sikh.
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secure the safety of his family. He had several
friends who resided at Loodianah, and his wish
was to have the zunana conveyed thither, and
placed under their protection. But how? Every
kind of scheme was thought of, and nothing
seemed to promise success. Four different times
had the women disguised themselves in the dress
of the common people of that quarter, and failed
as often. At last, however, they effected their
escape from the city of Lahore. “ A thousand
thousand times,” says the Shah, “did I thank
God for their happy deliverance from the grasp of
the tyrant.”

‘When Runjeet Smgh was informed that the fa-
mily of Shah Shoojah had escaped, he was exceed-
ingly enraged, and immediately doubled the sen-
tries over the king. Eight armed men were
placed at the door of his prison-room, and, dur-
ing the night, four of them stood with lighted
torches in their hands. The Shah passed months
in this ignominious thraldom, with a very scanty
allowance of food. After a variety of stratagems
had occurred to his mind, and proved fruitless,
the means of escape dawned upon him. He
raised up a few boards of the floor of his room,
and tried to squeeze himself through the opening.
He effected that object, and cautiously dropped
down below into a lumber-room. Groping about,
he discovered a succession of seven other small
rooms, and having ascertained that success was
within his reach, he returned to his prison to
make the necessary preparations. At night, he
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put a servant in his bed, dxsgulsed himself in
other clothes, and then descended in the dark
through the aperture, followed by four domestics
habited like fakeers. Having passed through the
seven rooms, he came to the public drain of the
city, through which he crept on all-fours, and
emerging from it, reached the bank of the Ravi,
where the boatmen, previously bribed, were in
waiting. The boat was rapidly pushed across,
and as soon as the Shah landed on the other
side, he journeyed on, and, sometimes on horse-
back and sometimes on foot, with great fa-
tigue and difficulty, reached Seealkote, about
seventy miles to the northward of Lahore. From
thence he moved on to Jummoo, where he took
refuge in the obscure hovel of a dyer.

Rest had now become necessary from the
weariness and indisposition produced by the long
and rapid journey; but the Shah had scarcely
been seated half an hour, before a person, fa-
vourably known to him in other times, disco-
vered him, and recommended his instant depar-
ture, as it would be dangerous, he said, to remain
a moment longer at Jummoo, well aware as he
must be of the vigilance and activity of Runjeet
Singh, who had no doubt sent parties in all direc-
tions to intercept him. This warning was suffi-
cient to rouse the wearied Shah to pursue his now
more difficult way, for the flat plains of the Punj-
ab had disappeared, and stupendous mountains
were before him. Crossing one of them, he de-
scended into the valley of the Cheenab, and re-

c3
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mained at a village belonging to the son of the
Rajah of Jummoo till a jalah, or float, made -of
inflated skins, could be prepared for crossing the
river. Next morning, the raft being ready, he
passed over with his four domestics. A few miles
ahead, he observed a fort, which he was told be-
longed to the Rajah of Bimber, and the troops
of Runjeet Singh were actually besieging it at
the time for arrears of revenue. The Shah, in
great alarm, altered his course to another village,
and, on the seventh day, reached Rajour, where
Rajah Akeer Khan, being informed of his arrival,
waited upon him, and hospitably furnished him
with every thing that. under his pressing circum-
stances could be required.

During his stay at Rajour, he happened to be
joined by the train of household followers he had
left behind him at Lahore, so that he had now
with him not less than a hundred horse. No
mention is made in what manner this cavalcade
eluded the vigilance of Runjeet’s myrmidons,
after the escape of the Shah had been known;
but the city and suburbs of Lahore are so popu-
lous, and the crowds passing in and out of the
city generally so dense, that a few scattered
horsemen would scarcely be noticed.

- With this reinforcement, and the anticipated
assistance of the Rajah, whose hospitality and
apparent zeal in his service had filled his mind
with visions of prosperity, he now seriously medi-
tated the recapture of Cashmeer; but the Rajah
was apprehensive of the consequences to himself
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in the probable event of failure, and declined all
co-operation in that design. He was, notwith-
standing, strongly encouraged in the projected
enterprise by a deputation from the Rajah of
Kustwar, who promised to further his views'with
hand and heart; and the Shah, gladly accepting
the proffered assistance, immediately moved back
towards Badrowar, and recrossed the Cheenab.
On his approach to Kustwar, the Rajah gave
him a most flattering welcome, and honoured him
with presents of great value. After remaining at
that place about three months, constantly re-
ceiving the most cordial and distinguished atten-
tion that could be paid even to a reigning sove-
reign, he set off, accompanied by the Rajah, in
progress to Cashmeer. The Rajah had raised
money by disposing of all his jewels, which
enabled him to take the field with two thousand
Hindoostanees and fifteen hundred of his own
men.

Mahomed Azeem Khan was at that period
naib of Cashmeer, and, perfectly informed-of the
intended attack, had prepared for a vigorous re-
sistance. The Shah’s troops, notwithstanding the
heavy falls of snow and rain that occurred at the
time, dispersed the enemy on several occasions;
but the intense cold was fatal to numbers of the
Hindoostanees, and entirely paralyzed their exer-
tions. ¢ Nothing,” says the Shah, “ could tran-
scend the valour of the Rajah in leading on his
men,” and, in the warmth of his gratitude, he
thus addresses him in verse :—
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Heaven’s blessing upon thy noble sire,
‘Who filled thy mind with martial fire,
Placing example great before thee ;
And blest the mother, too, who bore thee !

But the struggle was of no avail ; three more
days of incessant rain and snow, and a deficiency
of supplies, compelled the Shah and the Rajah
to give up the contest, and return to Kustwar.

The Shah continued nine months more the Ra-
jah’s guest; after which, the desire of visiting
Loodianah, and seeing his family, came over him
with irresistible force, besides the unexpired hope
of being able to make a further effort to regain
his kingdom from that quarter. The communi-
cation of this apparently sudden resolution was
heard with tears by the Rajah of Kustwar, who
tried to dissuade him from the journey, on the
urgent ground that he could not venture through
the territories of Runjeet Singh, and that the
route over the mountains towards Tibet was be-
set with still greater danger. But the Shah re-
plied, “ There may be hardship and peril among
the mountains, from fatigue and difficulties of
the way—my own country is a country of moun-
tains; but I shall meet with no enemy to molest
me:” and he made preparations for his departure.
He took with him a hundred men, and the Rajah
accompanied him two stages, parting from him -
with tears and boundless expressions of attach-
ment to his cause. The Shah travelled fifteen
stages, night and day, with but few and short in-
tervals of repose, suffering extremely from cold,
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frost, and snow; and, almost exhausted by the
inclemency of the weather, he arrived on the
borders of Tibet. From thence he sent back the
confidential followers of the Rajah, who had ap-
pointed them to attend him thus far, and now
employed the people of the country to carry his
baggage and supplies over the hills. Pursuing
“ cheerfully and without interruption his journey,
he crossed the Sutledge, passed through Suba-

* thoo, and arrived in safety at the British canton-
ment of Loodianah, where he was united with his
family. This was in November, 1815.
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CHAPTER IIL

HISTORY OF SHAH SHOOJAH CONTINUED.

State of Affghanistan—Inroads of the Persians—Hajee Khan
Kauker—Dost Mahomed Khan—His outrageous conduct at
Herat—Futtih Khan imprisoned, and his eyes put out by Shah
Mahmood—His brothers resolve on revenge—They espouse
different causes—Azeem Khan treacherously induces Shah Shoo-
jah to make another attempt to regain the throne—The Shah
defeated and returns to Loodianah—Atta Mahomed punished
with loss of sight—Proceedings of Shah Mahmood and Prince
Kamran—Futtih Khan cut to pieces—Shah Mahmood, aban-
doned, flies to Candehar—Sultan Ali Shah strangled—Designs
of Dost Mahomed Khan—He obtains possession of Ghizni—
Conflict between Azeem Khan and the Sikhs—Disunion of the
Barukzye brothers—Dost Mahomed Khan secures the su-
premacy at Caubul—Shah Shoojah makes another effort to
recover his power—Is defeated before Candahar—Retarns to
Loodianah.

Tae Shah had resided quietly two years at
Loodianah, when he received intelligence from
Affghanistan, which gave new encouragement
and energy to his hopes. At Herat, Futtih
Khan had been plotting the seizure of Kamran,
and the Shahzadah, made aware of the circum-
stances, soon found the means of being revenged
upon his enemies.

When Futtih Khan and Dost Mahomed re-
turned from Cashmeer, after the liberation of
Shah Shoojah, they learned from Shah Mah-
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mood, that Futtih Ali Shah was perpetually
making hostile inroads near Herat, and keeping
Hajee Ferozdeen, his brother, in a constant state
ofalarm. A council being held upon this state of
affairs, the Vizier undertook to make the king’s
mind easy, and immediately set off with a strong
force towards Herat. The Affghans and Per-
sians met, and a sanguinary encounter is said to
have taken place, in which vast valour was dis-
played, as usual; but, strange to say, in Orien-
tal warfare, neither claimed the victory. Both
thought themselves defeated, and ran off in op-
posite directions. Futtih Khan was slightly
wounded in the conflict. On his return, Mah-
mood was at Candahar, where a new course of
policy was immediately hatched, for the removal
of Hajee Feroz, on the plea of his being unequal
to the government of Herat, and unworthy of
trust. Futtih Khan proceeded forthwith on this
expedition, and the instrument employed was
Hajee Khan Kauker, of whom more hereafter.
The Hajee was equal to any thing for which
circumvention, cunning, and treachery were the
predominant qualities required, and plans were
easily laid by him to seize and imprison the un-
suspecting governor, whom he delivered into the
hands of Dost Mahomed Khan. The Dost, with
the ball at his foot, only thought of turning it to
the most advantage. He lost no time in pene-
trating into the zunana and the Harem Serai, in
search of jewels and treasure. From the arms,
ears, and neck of a daughter of Mahmood, given
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in marriage to the son of Hajee Feroz Deen, he
with his own hands dragged off ornaments of
great value, and otherwise disgraced the family.
This outrage excited the strongest indignation in
the breast of Futtih Khan, who determined to
punish the offender severely ; but Dost Mahomed,
apprized of his intention, fled to Caubul with his
plunder. Instructions were, however, sent to ap-
prehend him there ; but again the wily depredator
escaped, and sought security with his brother,
Mahomed Azeem Khan, at Cashmeer. Azeem
Khan at first pretended to be as angry with Dost
Mahomed as Futtih Khan, but matters soon be-
came accommodated.

When this infamous transaction was heard of
at Candahar—particularly infamous in the East,
where the Harem Serai is universally looked upon
as a sacred retreat—Kamran said to his father
Mahmood, ¢ This, I have no doubt, is the work
of Futtih Khan—he is at the bottom of this
shameful violation of the zunana, and has himself
urged Dost Mahomed to commit the outrage. If
you do not visit the crime and the criminal with
just punishment, your own family and mine may
be treated to-morrow in the same atrocious man-
ner.” In reply, Mahmood assented to whatever
course Kamran might deem it proper to pursue,
and the Shahzadah was soon on his way to Herat,
with Atta Mahomed Khan, by whose advice Fut-
tih Khan was apprehended, thrown into prison,
and his eyes put out.

Upon this intelligence reaching the brothers of
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Futtih Khan, they all resolved on revenge, and
throwing off their allegiance to Mahmood, thouglt
of nothing but deposing him, and raising one of
his brothers to the throne. Yar Mahomed Khan
espoused the cause of Shahzadah Ayoob, at
Peshawer. Nawaub Sumud Khan, Sultan Ali
Shah, at Caubul, and Peer Dil Khan went to-
wards' Derajat, to bring in Shah Shoojah. Each
party began to coin money in the name of the new
king, and had his accession proclaimed in the
mosques. Amidst this turbulence and rivalry,
Kamran’s son, Jehangeer, and Atta Mahomed
Khan, marched from Herat to Caubul, and endea-
voured to crush the rebel authority there; but
they were unequal to the task, and compelled to
return back to Candahar. Mahomed Azeem Khan,
who had amassed great wealth at Cashmeer, also
hearing of the misfortune that had happened to
his brother, sent Dost Mahomed in advance to-
wards Caubul with a small force, and followed
himself with an army of horse and foot, appoint-
ing another brother, Jubbar Khan, to take charge
of the province. Before leaving Cashmeer, that
insidious Barukzye had written in strong terms to
Shah Shoojah, advising him to embark in another
expedition for the recovery of his throne ; and the
Shah, always eager to accomplish the object
nearest his heart, and at such times apparently as
inaccessible to suspicion as regardless by whom
the ever welcome stimulus might be applied,
readily made another effort.

He proceeded this time by Bhawulpore the
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Khan liberally assisting him with troops and
money, and crossing the Gharri at that point, he
passed circuitously through Dera Ismael Khan to-
wards Peshawer. Peer Dil Khan joined him at
the former place, and attended him on his route.
Shahzadah Ayoob, becoming alarmed by the for-
midable accounts which reached him of the Shah’s
force, fled from Peshawer, and left the city un-
protected. Shah Shoojah, however, had not been
long there, before his pretended friend, Mahomed
Azeem Khan, approached from Cashmeer, and it
was then rumoured that, instead of coming to
assist him, his expedition had a far different
object; in short, the capture of Shah Shoojah
himself. His majesty in consequence retired to-
wards the mountains, and was again unfortunate ;
for, after halting and giving battle to Azeem
Khan, his magazine by some accident blew up,
and killed or disabled his gunners, putting his
whole force into inextricable confusion, which
obliged him to quit the country by the way of
Kohat. He stayed a considerable time at Shikar-
pore, where he was well received by the Ameers
of Sinde, and returned through Ajmeer and Delhi
to Loodianah.

The real object of Mahomed Azeem Khan was
further shewn by the recal of Ayoob to Peshawer,
and it is also said that Dost Mahomed, even then
averse to Shah Shoojah’s restoration to the throne,
was mainly instrumental in producing the catas-
trophe just described.

Shah Mahmood and Kamran were now on
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their way from Candahar towards Ghizni, and
Sultan Ali Shah directed Sumud Khan, Yar Ma-
homed Khan, and Dost Mahomed Khan, who
had proceeded to the capital, to arrest their pro-
gress and bring them to action. Atta Mahomed
Khan had at that time abandoned Jehangeer, and
going to Caubul, was well received by Sultan Ali
Shah ; but Yar Mahomed, ascribing to him solely
the cruelty exercised on Futtih Khan, was reso-
lute in advising a similar infliction on Atta Ma-
homed, whose “visual ray” was accordingly
extinguished, and with at least equal torture.
Whilst this retributive act was being perpetrated,
an additional atrocity was on the eve of commis-
sion.

Mahmood and his son Kamran soon arrived at
Ghizni, and proceeded from thence onwards to
Hyder-khail. They were enraged at the hostility
displayed by the Barukzye brothers in support
of Sultan Ali Shah, and, détermined to make a
terrible example of the blinded Vizier, who was
carried along with them in fetters, called together
all the Durranees, and mercilessly commanded
them to cut him to pieces alive. Populzye, Noor-
zye, Alikozye, Ishakzye, and other classes of the
same race, performed this horrid deed. Ears,
nose, arms, and legs, were severed from the
body of the miserable man, so that each might
have a share in his destruction, with the view
that none of them might afterwards be received
as partisans of the rebel brothers. The remains
of Futtih Khan were collected together and
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buried at Ghizni. The tomb, bearing an inscrip-
tion on white marble, is situated in a walled gar-
den about a mile on the east side of the fortress.
Shaghasee Dilawer Khan, whose share in that
dreadful mutilation consisted in depriving Futtih
Khan of his ears, suddenly left the camp of
Mahmood, and joined Dost Mahomed Khan at
Chahardeh, declaring that it was wholly on com-
pulsion that he had participated in the mutilation
and murder of Futtih Khan. The politic and
timely pardon of this chief led to the junction of
others, and Mahmood soon found himself aban-
doned by the Durranees, and compelled to retreat
with his son Kamran to Candahar. Ghizni thus
fell into the hands of the Barukzye sirdars.
Mahmood’s flight and the fall of Ghizni having
come to the knowledge of Mahomed Azeem Khan,
that ambitious sirdar marched at once from Pesh-
awer with Shahzadah Ayoob on Caubul, and
urgently advising the deposal of Sultan Ali Shah,
the prince readily concurred in the necessity of
the measure, and felt no compunction in ordering
him to be seized and strangled! This obstacle
being removed, Ayoob and Azeem Khan turned
their attention to the sirdars in possession of
Ghizni, and were in their turn successful. But
Dost Mahomed doubled back on Caubul, and
there industriously stirred up the Khizzelbashes in
his favour, his mother being of that tribe. The
numbers which flocked to his standard corre-
sponded with the indefatigable exertions he made
to oppose his brother Azeem and Ayoob, both of
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whom he publicly represented as his bitterest
enemies, and whom he threatened to destroy if
their hostility continued. Of this state of things
Mahomed Azeem Khan soon became aware, and
returned to Caubul to punish his rebellious bro-
ther, and secure Ayoob on the throne. Whether
it was that the Khizzelbashes repented and aban-
doned Dost. Mahomed, or that he despaired of
success, the restless chief deemed it expedient to
fly on the approach of his brother, and take re-
fuge at Kohat. But he did not stay there long.
Ghizni was again the object of his ambition, and
seeing no impediment to his progress in that direc-
tion, he proceeded with a few followers across the
mountains. At that juncture, the fortress was in
the hands of Abdoo Rohman, on the part of Ma-
homed Azeem Khan, with a tolerably good garri-
son, and therefore, like the Persian heroes of
old, recorded in the Skahnameh, who had recourse
to every stratagem to compass their ends, the
Dost is said also to have manifested his superior
cunning by entering the fort in disguise, under
the pretence of buying and selling. He had little
difficulty in getting introduced to the governor,
and, while in the act of carrying on his assumed
traffic, seized the favourable moment, and shot
him through the head! Then, throwing off his
disguise with melodramatic effect, he declared
himself, and again became master of Ghizni. So
goes the story; and this exploit is called one of
Dost Mahomed’s most remarkable achievements !
Azeem had in the meanwhile settled at Caubul,

e —————
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and though he received the account of the out-
rage above described with great indignation, the
times were so much “ out of joint,” that he
thought it advisable to overlook the recent vio-
lence of Dost Mahomed, to whom he despatched
a messenger, saying, “I cannot forget that you
are my brother, but you have indeed acted un-
gratefully towards me ; and yet I cannot refuse to
pardon you.” The Dost, however, not satisfied
with forgiveness, demanded to be continued as
governor of Ghizni, and his demand was complied
with.

At a subsequent period, Mahomed Azeem Khan,
elated with his prosperity, and aspiring to attain
the distinction of a conqueror, meditated a de-
scent on the Punjab, to snatch the sceptre from
Runjeet Singh. For this purpose, he embodied a
large army, consisting of Khizzelbashes, Durran-
ees, and all the Faithful of Peshawer, Candahar,
and Ghizni, and proceeding to Peshawer, issued
orders for the siege of Attok. Breathing ven-
geance against the Sikh infidels, and in the name
of the Prophet proclaiming his expedition a holy
war, he got as far as Noshera, which is situated
between Peshawer and the Attok, with his re- -
puted Ghazees, or champions of the faith. Run-
jeet Singh, informed of the intended attack on his
territory, moved from Lahore, with unparalleled
celerity, to oppose Azeem Khan, and is said to
have accomplished the march in the short space
of six days, a distance of two hundred and sixty
miles. The conflict which followed was, accord-
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ing to Affghan report, disastrous to the Sikhs,
from whom several guns were captured, and
Phoola Singh, a principal sirdar, was slain. Night
stopped the battle, but not the vigour of the
. Maha Rajah’s resources in times of need. Other
instruments than guns and swords were put in re-
quisition, and so admirable were his tactics, that
the weathercock brothers, Dost Mahomed, Yar
Mahomed, Sultan Mahomed, and Syud Mahomed,
were bought over, and rendered useless to Maho-
med Azeem Khan, who, disappointed and disgraced
by the failure of his enterprise, upon the success of
whichhehad soconfidently relied, retired to Caubul,
and is said to have died of grief.* His son, Hubeb
Oolah Khan, then became Naib of Caubul, and seon
found himself in a position of great difficulty, for
Dost Mahomed marched from Peshawer against
him, and though the nephew for some time had
sufficient force to resist the uncle’s invasion, he
was at last obliged to succumb. The immense
wealth of his father, obtained in Cashmeer, said
to be about three millions sterling, was secured
by Dost Mahomed and his confederate brothers,
reserving the largest share to himself, together
with the great object of his ambition, supremacy
and sovereignty at Caubul.
His first care, after his self-elevation, was to
" prevent the chance of his brothers disturbing his

* The battle took place in 1823. Dost Mahomed and Yar Ma-
homed deserted in the night, and took with them the whole of the
artillery, with which they had been entrusted, back to Peshawer.
Dost Mahomed shortly afterwards visited Runjeet Singh.
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dominion, and as the chiefs of Kohistan were the
most powerful and influential in that quarter, he
was unceasing in his exertions to win them to his
favour. Some he gained by promises, and others,
who resisted his authority, were terrified by most
unwarrantable severity. Beheading, hanging, and
strangling were promptly resorted to, and among
the victims are numbered Khajah Khanjee, Sa-
hibzadah Oosben, Mazoo of Tagaw, and Maho-
med Shah Khan, the father of Meer Musjidee
Khan. '

But to return to Shah Shoojah. It might be
supposed that the unvarying repetitions of dis-
comfiture and misfortune would have completely
. subdued his spirit, and induced him to repose,
during the remainder of his life, in the security
and quiet of a domestic home, protected and pen-
sioned as he was by the British Government.- And
this peaceful state of mind may have been pre-
sumed from the fact of the succeeding fifteen years,
a longinterval, having elapsed without oneoutward
appearance of his contemplating the possibility of
entering upon another campaign. But his spirit
was not to be conquered, and in February, 1833,
he was again in arms with the same object in
view, invited by chiefs and heads of tribes on
whom he as usual placed full reliance. Ghilzyes
and Durranees were equally pressing, and the
Ameers of Sinde tendered their most zealous
* support in the event of his making another effort
for the recovery of his dominions. Indeed he was
encouraged on all sides, and even Runjeet Singh
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presented him with a lac and twenty-five thou-
sand rupees to assist in carrying on the war, but
not without the prospect of ample compensation,
for it was stipulated that, on the king reascend-
ing the throne of Affghanistan, Peshawer should
be added to the Punjab.

The Shah left Loodianah with two guns drawn
by bullocks, and about four hundred men. At
Malar-Kotela, where he continued a month, his
little army became increased to onethousand, horse
and foot, all of them Sikhs, Rohillas, and Hindoo-
stanees ; he then moved to Bhawulpore. From the
Khan of that province he received an old gun,
fifteen camels, and four thousand rupees in cash.
With this further accession to his means, he pro-
ceeded onwards, and having arrived at Subzul-
kote, which is the boundary of the Sinde domi-
nions, he crossed over the Ghurra towards the
left bank of the Indus. At that season, the river
was full and rapid, and great difficulty arose
from the reluctance of the boat-people to venture
upon the foaming flood. On that account, the
passage of the troops occupied several days.

When the Shah arrived at Shikarpore, the

‘Ameers of Sinde sent their Vakeel, Kazim Shah,
with five thousand horsemen, to meet and give
him welcome. His army now amounted to thirty
thousand, and remaining at Shikarpore several
months, the number was augmented to fifty thou-
sand. The Ameers presented him with four guns,
fifty camels, and about two lacs of rupees; but
this was not quite sufficient to satisfy the Shah’s

D
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expectations, and the Ameers preferred fighting
to making any further payment. Accordingly,
war was declared, and the field of battle was
at Sukher-Bhukker, on the right bank of the
Indus.

It is so common a thing with Affghans to see
the most enthusiastic friends faithless, and the
most atrocious traitors trusted, that consisténcy
of principle and all honourable feeling must be
by them considered non-existent among man-
kind, On the Shah’s arrival at Shikarpore, he
was joined by Jehan Dad Khan, from Candahar,
and Semunder Khan from Hydrabad, as hisg
devoted adherents; the very men who treacher-
ously carried off his majesty from Peshawer to
Cashmeer, and imprisoned him, at the instance of
Atta Mahomed Khan, on Mount Maran. Having
now taken them into his full confidence, he en-
trusted them with twelve thousand of his picked
men, horse and foot, and six guns, to attack the
Sindian force, said to amount to between sixty
and seventy thousand. The engagement which
followed was one of the most fierce and san-
guinary that had occurred during his repeated
struggles for his crown. The Sindians were de-
feated; two thousand were drowned in endeavour-
ing in their flight to get across the Indus, and
about fifty chiefs on the enemy’s side were kllled
in the action.

After this brilliant result, the Shah turned his
views towards Larkana, about fifty miles to the
southward of Shikarpore, and had begun his

-
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‘march, when the Nawaub Bahader Khan averted
the dreaded invasion by a timely present of a
lac of rupees to the Shah, and another lac be-
tween the two profligate chiefs, Jehan Dad Khan
and Semunder Khan.

The Shah had now eighteen guns, and, elated
with past and present success, proceeded towards
Candahar. He crossed the desert called the Put,
a march of twenty-eight miles, by night; in four
days he got through the Bolan Pass, and from
Dusht-i-bedoulut advanced on Shaul Mustoong.
From that place, he sent Semunder Khan with a
communication to Mehrab Khan, of Kelat, sum-
moning that chief to his presence, and requiring
the customary offerings. In the meantime, he
directed the whole army to move on under his
eldest son, Shahzadah Tymoor, and remained him-
self at Mustoong with a body of horse, to receive
Mehrab Khan and his presents. Mehrab Khan,
however, being radically rebellious, did not make
his appearance, but, after a week had elapsed,
sent, not in loyalty, but in bitterness, and on
compulsion, a lac and a half of rupees, twelve

*camels, and two fine horses for his majesty’s use.

The Shah then pushed on and overtook his
army in the Pisheen Valley. He crossed the Kojak
Pass by the same route as that afterwards taken
by the Army of the Indus, and arrived before Can-
dahar with his army, increased by daily accumula-
tions to upwards of 60,000 strong. An Asiatic force
cares not to carry forward any supplies, Com-
missariat arrangements are wholly unknown. The

D2
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soldiers are everywhere at free quarters, and the
country through which they pass is consequently
subjected to the most wanton spoliation. This
accounts in a great measure for the continual
increase of numbers on the march of an Asiatic
army, a license being thus easily obtained by the
unprincipled for all sorts of pillage and devasta-
tion.* ‘

Several marches before the Shah reached Can-
dahar, he had to encounter parties of the enemy,
which he overpowered and dispersed as often as
they presented themselves. On his arrival, he
encamped close to where the old city of Nadir
Shah stood, and consumed two months in prepa-
rations for the siege. He invested the three sides
of Candahar on which the Herat, Shikarpore, and
Caubul gates are situated, and in the meantime,
the three brothers were not inactive in resisting
his efforts. After a severe conflict, however, the
Shah secured possession of two important posi-
tions, the Rouza-i-Hizrut, and the garden of Rehim
Dil Khan, outside, but near the city walls.

He now received intelligence that Dost Maho-
med ‘Khan had left Caubul with a large army,”
but the news was qualified by the information
that the troops were scantily provided with sup-
plies, and that the movement was likely to lose
him the capital, when left to itself. Numerous

* But this remark does not strictly apply to the advance of the
Shah. There were contending parties in the field, and the supe-
rior numbers which flocked to his standard shewed at least that
his cause was not unpopular.
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councils of war were held in consequence, and
various opinions delivered, when tidings suddenly
arrived that Dost Mahomed Khan was actually
within a march or two of Candahar. Some of
the Khans now advised that the Shah’s army
should retire on Bala-Kerz and other contiguous
villages; others that the army should take up a
position at Abbasabad, where grain, water, and
all kinds of fruit abounded; and others advised
the old city, then, as now, desolate and aban-
doned, as the best calculated.for the protection of
‘the camp. Every man clamorously expressed
hiniself according to his own views, and in the
end the ground decided upon was Abbasabad,
commonly called Abba-Saba, near the Chehel
Zeena, and under the mountains Kohi-nigar.

The day after the Shah had changed his posi-
tion, Dost Mahomed arrived, and was saluted
from the fort with fifty guns. On the following
morning, at eight o’clock, he advanced against
the Shah’s army, with his Jezaelchees and camel
guns, and was met with determined bravery
by the Rohillas and Hindoostanees. The Shah
- encouraged his men incessantly; he was richly
dressed, armed with bow and -arrows, sword,
shield and dagger, and mounted on a white
charger splendidly caparisoned. He was sur-
rounded by his Khans, and the battle raged
in every quarter, sometimes favourably, some-
times adversely, to either party. At last, Dost
Mahomed’s force gave way and fell back towards
the Herat gate, in spite of his threats and exhor-
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tations not to abandon the field. He bore the
Koran, his constant resource, high in the air,
imploring the flying troops to turn back, but ia
vain. He is said to have lost four guns in that
panic; after which, a sudden change of fortune
took place. ¢ Destiny, which confounds the
vigour of the strong, gives energy to the weak—
who can control destiny !”” So says the Persian
writer from whose description this account is
drawn. The fugitive army, ashamed of their
cowardice, stopped short under the walls of Can-
dahar and turned round to resume the fight. At
this moment, the shock was great, and confusion’
seems to have fallen equally on both sides, for
the Caubulees, on recovering from their fright,
found to their surprise that the troops of the
Shah were in their turn retreating. This is said
to have arisen from an injudicious movement
made by Mr. Campbell, an Indo-Briton, in his
majesty’s service, on whose experience and gal-
lantry he relied. He had fearlessly charged with
his infantry a large body of the enemy’s ca-
valry, and in the melée received several desperate
wounds, which brought him to the ground. The
Hindoostanees, seeing him fall, lost heart, and a
general rout took place among the royal troops.
Still, it is presumed, there must have beentreason in
the camp, for the numbers opposed to the Shah’s
immense force weré only three thousand under
the Sirdars, and sixteen thousand, with twenty
guns, under Dost Mahomed Khan. The Shah’s
army immediately dispersed in all directions, he
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himself having quitted the field with about one
hundred horsemen. '

On the morning after the fight, which took
place on the 2nd July, 1834, he had already
ctrossed the river Helmund, and at midnight was
at Kareez. Next day, hungry and fatigued, he
reached Do-sung, the fort of Muddud Khan, Dur-
ranee, who received him with respect and kind-
ness. At the village of Gudda he was hospitably
received by Ali Khan, Belooch, and Gholum Rus-

.00l Khan, eldest son of Saloo Khan, Astikzye.
In a few days, Saloo Khan himself waited on the
Shah, and offered the use of his residence at
Lash, as long as he desired it, which he accepted,
and from thence communicated to Kamran at
Herat the disastrous state of his affairs. He re-
mained two months with Saloo Khan, and all the
chiefs in the neighbourhood vied with each other
in hospitable attentions to the unfortunate king.
When he had received a reply to his letters from
Herat, he was anxious to proceed towards Ferrah,
but changed his purpose in consequence of & sus-
picion of fresh perfidy. Saloo Khan, the same
chief who betrayed him at Jakan, had been written
to by Prince Abbas Mirza of Persia, requiring
him by every exertion. in his power to seize and
convey the Shah to Meshed, and deeming com-
pliance of importance to his own interests, he en-
deavoured to persuade the Shah that his proceeding

-to Meshed would be advantageous to his prospects
of future success. But the Shah thought other-
wise, justly apprehensive of treachery, and there-
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fore departed in a different direction, adopting the
route by the Dusht-i-Bhukwa, though it exposed
him to great inconvenience and peril. It wasa
burning desert, which he had to cross, the water
bad, to be obtained only at distant stages, and
the whole party suffered greatly from exhaustion,
hunger, and thirst. The Persian writer, in de-
scribing it, says: ¢ The halting places were 8o re-
mote from each other, and the atmosphere so like
fire, that another step would have reached to the
day of resurrection !”

The first village he came to was Munkoocher,
bordering on the territory of the Khan of Kelat,
Belooch, where, under a shed, he sought protec-
tion from the intense heat of the sun. In the
evening, he set off again and marched all night,
and next morning was within a few miles of Meh-
rab Khan’s fort. He was in great danger of
being intercepted there by the Belooch, who, in
apprehension of worse consequences, had been in-
duced to contribute a lac and a half of rupees to
the Shah when on his march to Candahar; and
- now, had it not been for the intercession of his
women, who anxiously implored him not to be
guilty of so foul an act, he would have made the
Shah a prisoner at once. He still, however,
breathed vengeance against him, and when he
found the Candahar Sirdar, Rehim Dil Khan, with
five hundred horse, endeavouring to overtake the
fugitive king, he sent out a party to effect the pur-
pose he had before contemplated; but fortunately
the Shah escaped from the toils spread out for his
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capture. He passed in safety through the narrow
and perilous defile of Derrah-moola, with moun-
tains on each side so high that they * shut out
sun, moon, and stars,” in Persian phrase; then
through Bhaug, and as far southward as Larkana,
where, notwithstanding the hostile proceedings on
his advance to Candahar, he was welcomed by
the Ameers of Sinde, and invited to Hydrabad.
He remained there for some time, treated with the
highest respect and consideration, and then re-
turned, vid Jessulmeer, to Loodianah, after an
eventful campaign of two years,

- This rapid sketch, mastly from his own mate-
rials, exhibits the Shah in a remarkable point of
view. The recovery of his throne was, not unna-
turally, the dearest wish of his heart; it was his
ruling passion, ever present to his imagination,
ever promising success, and to such a degree of
intensity had his anxiety on that subject arisen,
that he never appears to have distrusted the prin-
ciples or questioned the objects of those artful
men who, at different periods, urged him to a new
enterprise, It would almost seem, too, that pro-
fessed zeal and apparent co-operation in forward-
ing his claims on Caubul were sufficient to atone for
the most atrocious duplicity and villany, such as
were manifested by Atta Mahomed Khan, and
others whose names are recorded in the course of
this brief biographical notice.

In preparation and pursuit, he * screwed his
courage to the sticking-place ;” but in actual con-
flict, and at the critical moment, some fatality

p3
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always occurred to deprive him of that victory
which his conduct otherwise deserved. We see
this strongly exemplified on two memorable occa-
sions. : At Nimlah, his troops, under Akram Khan,
were defeated, owing to the imprudence of that
chief, who was killed, and by the defection of
Muddud Khan. At Candahar, too, he lost the
day owing to the brave but rash conduct of Camp-
bell, and before, at Jakan, by the treachery of
Saloo Khan,

But it was imagined that the decrees of fate
or Providence had placed an insurmountable bar~
rier against the Shah’s success in Affghanistan.
He had, indeed, been long looked upon as a man
on whom adversity had set its seal, and was
universally believed to be peculiarly the victim of
misfortune. But, as he said, when lingering in
the prison of Runjeet Singh, ¢ Despair betrays
the soul of an infidel,” and as time produces
mighty changes in the world, with him “ Hope
travelled through.” Only four years after his last
calamitous campaign, the bright star of England
illuminated his path, and placed him on the
throne of his ancestors.



CHAPTER 1IV.

JOURNEY OF THE AUTHOR TO JOiN THE
ARMY.

—

The Author’s personal movements—Ferozepore—Its classical
associations — Rude navigation of the Punjab rivers — The
_ Gharra, or Hyphasis —The shores scantily peopled— Indo-
lence of the Punjabees— Intoxicating effects of food — The
river which bore the fleet of Alexander— Bhawulpore — The
Author robbed — Ahmidpore — The town and people — Aga
Ruffi, a wealthy Jew—Wretched character of the houses—The
. Great Desert—Khanpore—~Nowshera—Another Ahmidpore.

- WE may now return to the Bengal division,
which left Shikarpore in the end of February,
1839. But before I come to that starting pointin
the narrative of the march, I may be allowed to
take a brief retrospect of my own personal move-
ments, in journeying from Sylhet, in the lower
part of Bengal, to join my appointment as super-
intending surgeon of the army of the Indus.

- Passing without comment over the intermediate
space, which is so well known, it will be sufficient
to observe that, having left Sylhet on the 15th of
October, 1838, and proceeded by water as far as
Allahabad, I arrived at Loodianah by dawk on
the 7th of January, 1839. I had expected to
obtain a boat at Falour, on the Sutlege, to enable
me to drop down the river expeditiously as far
as Bhukker; but not one was procurable, and I.
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therefore had to push on by land to Ferozepore, a
further distance of about eighty miles.

Ferozepore has some slight pretensions to clas-
sical associations. Alexander the Great is said
to have erected twelve altars on the banks of the
Hyphasis, to perpetuate the memory of his expedi-
tion to India. “These altars,” says Quintus Cur-
tius, “ were of hewn stone,” and, according to Dio-
dorus (lib. xvii.), seventy-five feet high. Arrian-
says, ‘“they were equal in height to so many
fortified towers, but far exceeding them in bulk.
On these he (Alexander) offered sacrifices to the
gods, and gave them thanks for making him thus
far victorious, and consecrated them as eternal
monuments of his labours.” Major Rennell con-
cludes their situation to have been near the junc-
tion of the Hyphasis and the Hesudrus, and as
Pliny, citing the letters of Alexander, informs us
that the king passed to the eastern bank of the
Hyphasis to erect them, they must have stood,
I think, in the neighbourhood of Ferozepore.
Diligent search may yet discover some traces of
these buildings, the foundations of which, being
of “ hewn stone,” can hardly have wholly min-
gled with the dust.*

* When I was at Ferozepore, in January, 1839, the streets were
narrow, and in the filthiest state imaginable ; the houses all hud-
dled together. When I was there in February, 1841, on my
return from Affghanistan, a totally new prospect presented itself
—the fort and town had been new-modelled, indeed rebuilt of
burnt brick—wide streets, with colonnaded rows of shops, had
been constructed, and the whole exhibited the promise of an exten-
sive mercantile city. For this improvement, we are much indebted



SCARCITY OF BOATS. 61

On my arrival at Ferozepore, on the 12th of
January, also, not a boat was to be procured,
every one available being employed to carry
down grain and other stores to the army. Shah
Shoojah’s horse artillery contingent was under
orders to march next morning towards Shikar-
pore, but I had not the means of embracing that
favourable opportunity, my camp equipage being
on its way from Delhi, across the desert, to Bha-
wulpore. At length it was suggested that I
might be able to find room in one of the grain
boats, and to ascertain this point, and the de:
scription of boats used in this quarter, I went to
the ghaut, five miles off, and thought that, after
inspecting them all, some sort of accommodation
might be contrived. On the 14th the grain bags
were so arranged as to allow “ample room and
verge enough” for my purpose. But the floor
was a rush mat, laid upon thin elastic sticks,
irregularly placed, so that every time I moved I
was reminded of Belzoni, making his way among
the crackling mummies in the catacombs of Egypt,
and it required great caution to avoid a twist and
sprain of the ancle. But I cared little about the dis-
comfort to which I must be necessarily exposed,

to the zeal and exertions of Capt. H. Lawrence, the assistant
Political Agent. The native merchants of India and the Punjab,
secing distinctly the dawn of commercial prosperity in that quarter,
at once entered into the speculation of erecting long lines of shops
and warehouses, and increasing the town; and there can be no
doubt that in a very short period Ferozepore will become one of
the most important mercantile enfrepdte in the north.-west part of
Indiaq ' .
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anxious as [ was to overtake the army, already half-
way to Shikarpore. Having travelled by dawk, I
had no servant, and the only one I could pick up at
Ferozepore was a wretched Khidmutgar, of miser-
able appearance, so that I commenced my stream
voyage under no very favourable auspices.

The river at Ferozepore is commonly called the
Sutlege; by ancient authors the Hesudrus; but
after its junction with the Beyah or Beyas, near
the village of Hureekee, some miles higher up, it
has also the name of Beyas, which continues as
far down as Pagputten, where it is called the
Gharra, till it unites with the Chenab or Acesines,
at Ooch.

January 16th.—The fleet, consisting of eighty-
one boats, started from the ghaut this morning.
That on which I embarked was, like the rest, flat-
hottomed, with flat sides and ends, and planked
all round about eighteen inches high. In their
indigenous state, these boats have no covering,
nor protection of any kind from the weather, but
every one of the present fleet, for the safety of
the stores, had a covering made of reeds and straw.
The management of them is the rudest that can
be conceived. They are merely permitted to drop
down the stream—mno effort is ever made to keep
clear of others or of the shore, the crew, four men
and a boy, being too lazy to do any thing by way
of prevention. It was a most ridiculous sight to
see the rafts, for they are simply rafts, whirling
round in all directions, stern foremost, head fore-~
most, and cross-ways ; the men screaming at the
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top of their voices, pushing on and pushing off
the sand-banks in the greatest confusion. I
had fancied, on leaving Delhi, that a Punjabee
boat would pass down the river with the same
facility and expedition as one on the Ganges;
but, alas! the boats employed now, and the only
boats procurable, were obliged to be taken from
the ferries, used for crossing over cattle as well ag
men, in different parts of the river, and the boat
people, five in each, were accustomed to no other
labour than poking their vessel along with a long
pole, or jumping over the side and dragging and
pushing it to its destination. Pulling an oar
with any degree of effect was beyond their skill ;
each punt is supplied with two, at what may be
called the bows. They are long and heavy, with
a flat board tied to the end in the clumsiest man-
ner. These oars are lifted up and dropped down
again, perpendicularly, as if to chop the water,
but they add little or nothing to the forward
motion of the vessel, which has no rudder, a
bamboo or long pole badly managed does duty for
that. On one occasion, the boat struck on the
stump of a large tree under water, and could
only be moved in circles as on a pivot. We were
several hours in this ridiculous condition before
we got released. The difficulty was not a small
one, considering that the planks of the raft were
rather loose ; that we were a good distance from
the shore; and that the stream was deep and
rapid. The scene was varied one night by a huge
rat, which had been fattening on the grain, jump-
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ing on me in bed, and by one of the boats being
on fire, which, however, was got under without
much damage. ' '
- The guard consisted of a jemadar and twenty
sepoys, with twenty others, proceeding to Shi-
karpore, and the fleet was under the direction of
a commissariat gomashta, who never allowed the
boats to start early, and always came to after
five or six hours, so that the day's work was over
at about 2 p.M. In consequence, our progress
was slow and tedious, and I did not reach Bha-
wulpore till the 5th of February, having been
three weeks in the boat. The distance is now
usually run in a few days.
" The Gharra, or Hyphasis of the Greeks, is a
noble river, even at this season, when it is daily
falling, and leaving large islands, with perpendi-
cular sides, some of them ten or twelve feet high.
The view being thus shut in, the right or nearest
course could not always be distinguished, and ge-
nerally we unluckily hit upon the most circuitous.
The villages, up to which the river rises after the
melting of the snows on the mountains to the
north, were now about two or three miles from its
present margin, so that when full, it must be of
great width, and, from its rapidity, dangerous to
navigate in such boats as the country can pro-
duce. We were at least a dozen times aground
or on shore every day, the channel being often
very narrow, though ¢ the waste of waters” was
considerable on either side.

The shores had a dreary appearance, mostly
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covered with low jungle, and it was only a scanty
clump of trees, very rarely seen, that marked the
site of the villages. Seldom it happened that a
fowl or an egg was procurable, ottah, ghee, oil, -
and tobacco being the sum-total of articles to be
found in any of them, and these only in small
quantities. The turnips growing on both sides of
the river, for the use of the cattle, are of a most
excellent kind, large and well tasted. Irrigation
is carried on by the Persian wheels erected on
the banks, and their squeaking noise may be
heard miles off, indicating -a village at no great
distance ; but the whole range of shore on either
side is very scantily. peopled, and days now
passed away without man, woman, or child, be-
ing seen. It is extraordinary, too, that nobody
thinks of fishing in the Gharra. I am told, that
a fisherman once did set up at Mumdote, but was
obliged to relinquish his occupation, as the sale
was insufficient to support him. Whilst we re-
mained near Pagputten, one of the sepoys brought
me a large fish, a sort of whiting, which was very
good, and I think it was the only one I had,
though upon a magnificent river two and twenty
days, in which abundance of fish might have
been caught ; but the people have no “appliances
or means,” no nets, no hooks, nothing.

My four men and a boy, all Punjabees, were
perfectly uncivilized, and the laziest of mortals.*

* The first drawing of my collection in the course of publica-
tion, represents a scene on -the river not far from the village of
Pagputten, A number of the Punjabees occupy the fore-ground,
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Hardly an hour had passed, after starting, be»
fore they began to ask at what time we should
come to again, and this occurred every day. The
“moment the boat was secured, they jumped on
shore, and then all was cooking, smoke, and
gabble. At dusk, a large fire of jungle wood was
kept up, which they sat round, screaming wild
songs, like as many jackals, till eight o’clock,
the hour at which they crept to their dens to sleep..
On two occasions during the passage, I wit-
nessed the intoxicating effects of food. To in~
duce the Punjabees to exert themselves a little
more, I promised them a ram, which they consider
a great delicacy for a feast. It must be premised
that their common fare consists of rice and vegeta-
bles made palatable with spices. The ram waskill-
ed,and they dined most luxuriously, stuffing them-
selves as if they were never to eat again; after an
hour or two, to my great surprise and amusement,
the expression of their countenances,theirjabbering
and gesticulations, shewed clearly that the feast
had produced the same effect as any inebriating
spirit or drug. The second treat was attended

eome of them cooking, others in conversation, the boatmen in the
boats peculiar to the Punjab are seen on the left hand, and on the
middle bank is the delineation of the Persian wheel, turned round
by a couple of bullocks—the driver on a seat carried forward at
the end of a beam supported over the horizontal wheel. At a
little distance are two females in crimson dresses, the usual colour
in this part, carrying water-pots on their heads, for household
purposes. The softer sex in the East, among the lower orders,
are usually employed in this drudgery. [The illustrations referred
to are published in a separate work.]
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with the same result. One day, the boat people
observed a large species of crane, which had
struck a fish in the shallow edge of the stream,
and was flying away with it in his beak, and two
or three of them instantly sprang into the water
to get on shore to chase the bird with hallooings
to make it drop its prey. This is said to be often
done with success, and they never fail to try their
luck. In this instance they were disappointed.
The buffaloes along the Sutlege are of various
shades, from dirty black to a whitish colour;
some were spotted, and their horns curled, and
annulated like those of a ram. About a week
before my arrival at Bhawulpore, large flocks of
pelicans, as white as snow, began to. appear,
occasionally in the water; but they took flight as
the boats approached them. These were agrée-
able sights when so little of either human or
animal nature was to be seen. Even a crow was a
rara avis, and the jackals were seldom heard.
There was in fact nothing forthem to eat, the thinly
peopled villages being so remote from each other.
Tuesday, Feb. 5.—1I arrived at three p.m. at
Bhawulpore. The Gharra at that point was only
about eighty yards wide. Mr. Elphinstone says,
“After crossing a small canal, and passing through
some fields, we left the woods, and at length
reached the banks of the Hyphasis. I was much
disappointed in the breadth of the river, as well
as with the appearance of its shores; but it was
impossible to look without interest on a stream
which had borne the fleet of Alexander.” But here
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Mr. Elphinstone has fallen into an error. "Alex=
ander’s fleet did not pass down the Hyphasis, but
the Hydaspes, the modern Jelum. Arrian says
distinctly, “ he (Alexander) then returned (from
the Hyphasis) to the river Hydraotes, and thence
to the Acesines; he again offered sacrifices upon
the banks of the river Acesines, which river after
having passed over, he came to the Hydaspes.
When he had made all things ready for conveying
his army upon the banks of the Hydaspes, he re-
solved to sail down that river, till he came into
the ocean.” Curtius is also precise on this point :
¢ After ordering twelve altars to be erected, he
went back and encamped near the Acesines, ad
Slumen Acesinem locat castra, till he embarked
on the second river,” the Hydaspes, the Indus
being the first, reckoning of course from the west.

My object now was to procure a boat to convey
me down to Bhukker, but I was as unsuccessful
here as at Ferozepore, the only one at the ghaut
being laid up for repairs. However, more favour-
able resources presented themselves than I could
have expected; my baggage-camels had most
opportunely just arrived from Delhi, without the
least accident. My protracted voyage down the
river was not, therefore, unproductive of good.
Had I arrived earlier, and been still without the
means of water conveyance, I should have had to
wait for my Kafila at Bhawulpore. But as it
happened, 1 had reason to rejoice, for the Shah’s
artillery contingent, commanded by Capt. W.
Anderson, which commenced its march when I
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was at Ferozepore, was under orders to proceed
next morning.

The space left by the river from the town of
Bhawulpore was about three miles. The first
part was loose sand, then a belt of thin feathery
jungle, about five feet high, sufficiently separated
to be threaded without much difficulty; nearer
the town there was no jungle, but the ground was
cracked into various large shapes, and the open-
ings sp wide and deep as to render it dangerous
to walk over in the dark, for it had become dark
some time before I reached the mud walls of the
town. ' The deep irregular fissures in the alluvial
soil, produced by the heat of the sun, furnished
me with a miniature resemblance of the Mer de
.Glace at Chamouni, in Switzerland. Bhawulpore,
though it gives the name to the state, is not the
residence of the Khan, who only visits it occa-
sionally. I did not enter the town, but proceeded
direct to camp, where I was most hospitably re-
ceived by Captain Anderson and his two officers,
Cooper and Turuer.

Feb. 6.—At four .M. I was summoned to my
Toorkee charger! This animal had crossed the
desert with my camels from Delhi, where I pur-
chased him from a Bokhara horse-dealer, who had
just arrived with him and some others from Toor-
kistan, and was called a ckakar-gosh (four-eared),
each ear being according to custom slit down, to
give the appearance of two. I note this said
Toorkee most gratefully, because he bore me no~ -
bly throughout the whole campaign, without any
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other assistance, a distance of nearly two thousand
miles ! . '
The road was in the first part a tolerably good
one, but the guides missed their way. The guns
had consequently come along the wrong side of a
deep nullah, dug for the purposes of irrigation,
but at that time dry, with high ridges on each
side. It was therefore necessary to cut through
them, to allow the guns to go across, and this was
done with great promptitude and alacrity. We
did not reach the ground near Khyrpore till near
ten o’clock, only eleven miles, and suffered a little
inconvenience from the heat of the sun. In the
evening one of the camels, which had been left
behind to bring on my baggage from the boat,
arrived, and, snugly ensconced in my tent, I con-
gratulated myself on having all my travelling ac-
companiments about me again, including my
whole kafila from Delhi, and all my servants. I
slept well that night.
. Feb.7.—1I awoke between four and five in the
morning, and observed one of my servants exam-
ining every part of the tent; on asking him what
he was about, he replied that he could not find
my clothes where he had left them, in a corner,
the night before. The whole had disappeared :
wearing apparel, shaving apparatus, writing-case,
with all my memoranda, lists, receipts, letters,
spectacles, sketch-books, journal, and a variety of
small trifles, but important considering the impos-
sibility of replacing them on the march. My an-
noyance and vexation at the loss of my drawings
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and papers was extreme, and [ could not help in-
dulging a suspicion that some of my servants had
assisted in taking them away, for I had repeatedly
mentioned my anxiety about the safety of my
paper-case, from which he and all around might
have supposed it contained money. But it con-
tained none. I might say, parodying a few lines
of Goldsmith,
¢ Bright uniforms may flourish or may fade,

Tailors can make them, as a tailor made ;

But drawings, journals, scraps, the author’s pride,

‘When once destroyed, can never be supplied.”’
. Toffered a reward and had it proclaimed through
camp, but it was of no use; the clothes had
been, no doubt, conveyed far enough, and the pa-
pers, of no value to the thief or thieves, destroyed.
This was my first loss. . Our march to-day was to
Hussain-ke Wassy, a mud village, nine miles and
a half;; the greater part of the way through tama-
risk jungle.

Feb. 8.—Proceeded at five A. M., and arrived at
Ahmidpore at nine., Near Ahmidpore is Dhurra,
the usual residence of Bhawul Khan, the chief of
Bhawulpore.* * We were encamped about & mile
from the town, in which there is a mosque with
four minarets, the largest building I have seen in
this quarter. The houses and the fort are all of
mud or unburnt brick, the streets very narrow,
and the bazaar has covered shops on each side;
but the articles for sale are of the worst manu-
facture, and the rudest imaginable. We were

* He has no aristocratical pretensions, being by caste a weaver.
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surrounded by the gaping inhabitants ; fish and
kid were selling in a state of rich decomposition,
and in very small pieces, almost like mince-meat.
The women, the most horrid beldames ever seen,
coyered with rags and dirt, and the men remark-
able as much for their filthiness, as for their
black bushy beards, and an expression of coun-
tenance of the brigand or assassin cast. They
are said to be as cowardly as they are boastful,
and grossly illiterate. We met with men and
boys playing at marbles in the town; they hold
them in a different way to the European fashion,
but effect their object with great expertness.
They had holes in the ground, in a straight line,
and avoided a stroke (as we do at billiards) when
they thought proper.

The well-known Jew, named Aga Ruffi, said
to be the wealthiest dealer in Ahmidpore, having
a capital of several lacs of rupees, had called
upon me in the morning, and accompanied by
Capt. Hay, one of our party, I paid him a visit
at his own house in the town. We found him in
a wretched mud hovel, about eighteen feet by
seven; at one end was a common cot, or bed-
stead, covered with a dirty counterpane, on the
edge of which, as there were no chairs, we were
asked to sit, whilst he dropped on the ground, and
crossed his legs, together with seven or eight of
his relations and friends present. He had on a
rich variegated silk dress, and a huge turban ; he
shewed us several articles of Russian manufac-
ture, made-up dresses, silks, &c., for he was said
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to be the only person at Ahmidpore who had
any thing of the kind; he is also said to have
some influence with the Khan. His two brothers;
a Candahar friend, and the rest, were all seated
on their haunches, smoking, and I was surprised,
knowing the existing prejudices in India, to see
Mussulman and Jew pass the hookah from one
mouth to another, without the least hesitation.
On the ground, in the middle of the hovel, was
a hole full of wood-ashes, in which they all
continually spat. Their rich dresses and the
miserable domicile in which they were huddled
afforded a strange contrast. Within the mud wall
which surrounded the dwelling there was an un-
protected deep well ; the ground was covered with
filth, and the disgusting picture was completed
by a number of dirty old hags and squalling
children, who seemed to form part of the Aga’s
establishment. The worst native hut in India
could not exhibit a more striking appearance of
poverty and wretchedness.

Aga Ruffi and his friends accompanied us to
see the town, and we must have been objects of
curiosity, for we were followed by a crowd of the
idle inhabitants wherever we went. Nothing
valuable in the way of manufacture is produced
at Ahmidpore. Their matchlocks are sold at from
eight to ten rupees each. We met in the streets
several women, whose faces were hidden under a
patch of net-work let into a large robe or gown
which falls from the head to the feet. They are
beggars, called Syud-zadees, but the form of their

E
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ugly features may be easily distinguished when
the net-work is drawn closely over them, as it
usually is. The robes were perhaps originally
whitish, like unbleached linen, but those we saw
had a deeper tinge, and were just as filthy as the
heat of their bodies and dust could make them.
Beggars without disguise were sufficiently nu-
merous.

The approach to Ahmidpore on our march was
of a favourable description; the dome of the
mosque with its four tall minarets shone conspi-
cuously; there was an appearance too of high
cultivation, the ground in its immediate vicinity
being divided into beds of about twenty feet
square, with a narrow ledge on every side, to
keep in the water poured into them by irrigating
wheels from a canal, and also from the wells
which abound there. The verdure of each bed
was of the brightest hue, the trees were nume-
rous, roundly formed, and full of foliage, which
gave a richly picturesque garden look to the view.
We passed along a lofty mound on the west side
of the city, which seemed to have been once a
boundary wall, and about a mile beyond it was
our encamping ground. On our way we heard
the roll of the drum, and afterwards were told
that the Khan had three regiments—one of a
thousand men, in the course of preparation, at
drill, commanded by a European, named Mac-
pherson, who, as I was told, receives five rupees
a day. The second and third consisted of about
fifty men each! The specimen we saw of the
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Khan’s soldiers was a poor one. He was on
guard near the fort, black-belted and musketed
(such a musket!), and the brass breast-plate had
on it the number 24, surrounded by an oval
wreath ; it was more than two inches wider than
the black belt on which it was fixed. His habili-
ments, excepting a sort of cap which it would be
difficult to describe, were those usually worn by a
palankeen-bearer in India, and he was strutting
consequentially before his hut, which did duty for
a sentry-box, as if he was a functionary of vast
importance. The breast-plate, it appears, was
copied from one brought to the Khan by a de-
serter from the 24th Regt. N. I, and as the
figures were no doubt considered a part of the
ornament, 24, I am told, figures away in every
breast-plate that has been made for the Bhawul-
pore army.

Amidst this novel scene, we were pleased to
see a house about a mile from Ahmidpore, built
at the expense of the Khan for Mr. Mackeson, the
assistant political agent ; with white-washed walls
and green Venetian windows; it did not seem
to belong to the place, but to haye been brought
away, and dropt there, from the provinces.

The Khan’s principal residence is called Dira-
wel, situated in the desert; it is also called
Dilawer (the r and / being interchangeable, as in
tulwar, ‘a sword, turwal); it contains his zu-
nana, and is an undoubted place of safety for the
frail sisterhood. His treasure in gold and jewels,
said to amount to about seventy lacs, is also

E2
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kept there ; the women who are once introduced
to the zunana of the desert are, like the poor
nuns who take the veil, doomed to remain there
for life. The population of Ahmidpore is between
nine and ten thousand, and the revenue of Bha-
wul Khan’s territories is said to be nine lacs.

Feb. 10.—Our march this morning was along
the skirts of the great desert of Bhawulpore, and
the tract is but partially cultivated, the greater
part of it being sand-hills, interspersed with the
tufts of jungle called jahoo, or tamarisk; the
road generally good, excepting that in many
places, and often to a considerable distance, the
loose sand is deep and heavy for the loaded
cattle. At aquarter past eight we reached Chundi
Khan-ka-kote, said to contain a good bazaar.
In the evening we went into the village, and
found a mud Burlington Arcade, with mud shops
on each side of a street, about six feet wide ; it
was covered over with long sticks, over which mud,
again, had been thrown to keep off the heat of the
sun; but this careful arrangement was only to
be met with in a few places. The articles for
sale were coarse blankets, salt, sugar, and grain.
The paths of the village were like sand-pits, more
than ankle-deep.

I saw some boys and girls at a novel sort of
amusement; the instrument was formed by a
perpendicular post of wood, crossed over by a
bar of the same material near the top, giving the
whole the shape of a T. Through this transverse
bar is a hole, into which the upper part of the
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post is pushed, and the horizontal part turns on
the pivot. Six inches from the extreme ends of
the upper part of the T, there are two pegs. The
urchins wrap a part of their clothes round the
pegs, and one of them is mounted astride on each
side. Thus placed, three or four of their compa-
nions seized the two arms of the machine, and ran
it round with as much rapidity as they could;
they then quitted their hold, allowing it to spin
round itself,” and it continued to do so for some
time, to the loudly expressed delight of the whole
assembly, as well as of the ride